18 FEB 1997
Cycling-De Langkaw
LE TOUR de LANGKAW PEDALS OFF TOVORROW

KOTA KI NABALU, Feb 18 (Bernamm) -- After nonths of preparation, the
1997 Le Tour de Langkawi gets underway tonmorrow with a promise to place the
country on the world cycling nap.

The race that has attracted a world-class field and nore countries than
any event of its kind outside the Wrld Chanpionship and Aynmpic Ganes is a
Mal aysi an national event supported by the government and financially backed
by the private sector.

The concept of an international cycling tour around Ml aysia was the
brainchild of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad, who is the
patron of the race.

Model | ed after the Tour de France, the world' s npst prestigious cycling
event, the Tour de Langkawi offers a RML nmillion prize noney for the
wi nners, the biggest in Asia and anmong the top three in the world.

Dr Mahathir today officially launched the event that has 12 stages
covering 1,628km

The tour starts with a circuit race here before proceeding to Kuching,
Bat u Pahat/ Mel aka, Port Dickson/Sunway Lagoon, Kuala Lunpur, Bukit Kiaral/
Genting Highlands, Bentong/Kuantan, Kuantan/Kuala Terengganu, Kual a
Ter engganu/ Kota Baharu, Jeli/Gik, Kangar/Pulau Pinang and Langkaw [ sl and.

A total of 150 cyclists from25 teans will sweat it out over 12 days
until March 2 to claimthe top spot.

The teans include Malaysia, Gant-AlS of Australia, Casino of France,
Mapei - GBB and MG Technogym of Italy, Cedico and Tegel Toko of Bel gi um Post
Swiss of Switzerland, Saturn of United States and Schauff Oschel bronn of
Cer many.

The others are Tuul Tunturi of Finland, Canada, China, Denmark,

Britain, Indonesia, Ireland, Japan, Kazakhstan, New Zeal and, Norway, the
Phi i ppi nes, Slovakia, South Africa and South Korea.

Mal aysia is fielding M Kumaresan, Nor Effandi Rosli, Seong Hoong Tsen,
Muhamad Suhai mi Keton, Azizan Manaf and Faizal |zuan Abd Malik as an elite
t eam

The tour director of operations |znee Anwar Datuk Isnmail said
everything is in place for the start of the event.

"I have checked all the routes especially in Kota Kinabalu that will be
used in the stage one event. | am satisfied with all the facilities
provided," he said. -- BERNAMA
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