04/ 06/ 1997
Leaders asked to keep good i nmage

. Thayal an

A BACKBENCHER yest erday urged State Assenbly nenbers especially those

hol ding office not to "carry around mllions in cash" or nmake headlines by
bei ng i nvestigated by the Anti-Corrupti on Agency.

Ahmad Saad (BN-Permatang Pasir) in debating the notion of thanks to the
Yang di - Pertua Negeri Tun Handan Shei kh Tahir for his openi ng address,
said all assenbly nmenbers especially executive councillors should uphold
the i mage of the State

"You should not carry mllions of ringgit around or get involved in
activities which have made States such as Mal acca and Sel angor fanous.

"You rmust safeguard the image of the State and the nation. Even if one
person in high position is caught or convicted for corruption, the world
will ask if this means the whol e of Penang or Mal aysia is corrupt.

"We are well respected internationally through the efforts of Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad. CQur i mage overseas is very good.
Therefore we nust upkeep it."

Ahmad said he had heard of civil servants in Penang soliciting bribes in
return for favours. He said he was not certain if this was true but wanted
the State Governnment to treat the issue of corruption seriously.

He sai d Penang had changed nuch over the years due to rapid devel opnent
and praised the State Governnment for this.

He called on the Penang Devel opnent Corporation to foll ow the econonic
devel oprment corporations of Johor and Sel angor which used public listed
conmpani es to carry out nunerous business activities.

"I'n Penang, we have nmany nega projects but we seemto be giving themto
non- Penang conpani es. The Johor econom ¢ corporation, for instance, is
very active here. The land on which the forner Butterworth district office
stood was given to Caynen of Kedah to carry out a project.

"If the PDC had a controlling stake in a public |isted conpany, then it
woul d be able to undertake these and other bigger projects. It is tinme to
do this.”

Ahrmad said the State Governnent was doing its part to help Bumi putera
busi nessnmen and enhance co-operati on between the Bum puteras and non-
Bumi put er as.

Ahmad hoped Buni puteras who were given | arge project ventures woul d not
sell their interest to nake instant noney but would work hard to make the
proj ects successful.

Meanwhi | e, Lim Chien Aun (BN-Bayan Lepas) said it was clear the people
supported the State Governnent as it had brought much progress.

He appeal ed for the reinstatenent of State schol arships, especially for
those who want to study information technology so as to increase the poo
of experts in this area. This would hel p meke the Government's nove
towards creating a paperless adm nistration a success, he added.
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