08/ 10/ 1997

Leaders express full confidence in Dr Ms | eadership

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk Ni k Abdul Aziz N k Mat
today joi ned several other State Governnent |eaders in expressing their
confidence in Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's ability to
overcone the econom c situation

In Kota Baru, Nik Aziz told reporters at his office that the problem
could be resolved and there was no reason for anyone to denmand Dr
Mahat hir's resignation sinply because of the ringgit depreciation and the
fall in the stock narket.

"Dr Mahathir is not at fault because the depreciation of the currency is
not faced by Mal aysia al one but also the rest of the Southeast Asian
nations," he said when asked to coment on reports by the foreign nedia
which tried to discredit the Prime Mnister and suggesting that he resign
fromoffice

However, Dr Mahathir said yesterday that he has no plans to resign and
the problemfacing the country, brought about by the currency crisis,
coul d be overcone.

Ni k Aziz said a Prine Mnister should only resign if he was involved in
corruption or has absconded with the nation's wealth for his own interest.
He al so said the Federal Government shoul d exercise judicious spending

and stop all nega projects under the present circunstances.

He added that the Federal Governnent shoul d consi der abolishing the
Federal Devel opnent Ofice in the State and del egate the latter's task to
the State Governnent.

The M C, neanwhile, pledged its full support to Dr Mahathir
particularly in overcom ng the econom ¢ problens faced by the country.

In a resolution tabled at the party's central working comrittee's
meeting held in Kuala Lunpur, M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said
it also supported the Prime Mnister's call to the nation to face this
tenporary setback with courage and discipline and to avoi d panic.

Samy Vellu said the party would call on its 430,000 nmenbers to nmobilise
t hensel ves and i ncrease productivity, as loyal citizens.

He al so appealed to all WMalaysians to be vigilant agai nst external
forces which wanted to destroy the unity, stability and econony of the
nati on.

In I poh, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ranmli Ngah Talib said the State
Governnent and the people of Perak would fully back Dr Mahathir in his
effort to steer the country out of its crisis.

"W are confident that he can address the problens affecting the
nation," he said.

He added that Perak woul d hel p out by going on an austerity drive,
starting with the public sector.

I n Kota Kinabalu, Chief Mnister Datuk Yong Teck Lee said a strong
| eadershi p was needed to overcone the currency probl emand that such
| eadership was only available in the Prime M nister.

"Wt are confident in the | eadership of Dr Mahathir in overcom ng
chal | enges facing the country at the nonent.

"If our | eadership is weakened, it will becone nore difficult for us to
overcone the crisis," he said at a Press conference after opening a
sem nar on Quality, Safatey and Environmental Managenment for Accel erated
I ndustrialisation and a short course on Consuner Chenistry for Teachers at
t he Pronenade Hotel today.



In Kuching, Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu, the backbone of the ruling
Sarawak Barisan Nasional, as well as the Sarawak United People's Party and
Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak have urged Dr Mahathir to continue | eading the
nati on.

PBB president Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnmud said PBB was proud of the Prine
M nister's courage in protecting the interest of the country and the
devel oping world and fully supported Dr Mahathir's efforts to overcone the
currency and stock nmarket probl ens.

Tai b, who is also Sarawak Chief Mnister, said this in a two-paragraph
|l etter addressed to Dr Mahathir.

Copies of the letter, dated today, were faxed to the Press through the
State Informati on Departnent.

The letter reads: "On behalf of Parti Pesaka Bum putera Bersatu, | would
like to reiterate our whol ehearted support to you in your efforts to
overcone the currency problens being faced by Mal aysia and in your efforts
to fight adverse trends that has been forced onto our share markets.

"I am al so being asked to convey our full confidence in your |eadership
to carry the Governnent and t he people of Ml aysia to continue working for
the attai nment of Wawasan 2020. W are very proud of your undaunted
courage in protecting the interest of Ml aysia and the devel oping world."

SUPP chai rrman Dat uk Dr George Chan Hong Nam descri bed the probl ens
facing Malaysia as a "little strain" which Ml aysians coul d overcone.

"This is the tine when the whole country nust stand behind the
| eadership of Dr Mahathir and his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim" said
Dr Chan, who is al so deputy Chief Mnister, at a joint venture signing
agreenment cerenony between Ecozyne (Ml aysia) Sdn Bhd and Mason
Technol ogies Pty Ltd (Western Australia).

Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak president Datuk Leo Moggie said in a statenent
that the party pl edged support for Dr Mahathir and his efforts to counter
the country's currency crisis.

It supported Anwar's nove in dispelling negative statenents by the
forei gn media.

The party pledged its support for Dr Mahathir and Anwar at its supremne
counci | neeting on Sat urday.

The Mal aysi an Associ ation of Youth Cubs and the United Ki ngdom Mal ay
Uni on have al so expressed their support for Dr Mahathir's efforts in
bui l di ng the nation's econony.

In Mal acca, the State Farners' Organisation chairman Senator Abdul Mjid
Baba sai d Mal aysi ans have their own stand towards determning its present
crop of |eaders, and needed no intervention fromspecul ators or the
foreign nmedi a.

"Therefore, the speculators and foreign journalists should not nmeddle in
Mal aysia' s affair," he said.

The Mal acca Witers Association head O hman Moharmad said the associ ation
supported the strong stand made by Dr Mahathir while Ml acca Yout h Counci
chairman Ml Sirat Abu said Dr Mahathir should not succunmb to foreign
pressures.

In Miar, the Parit Jawa Fi shermen's Association has expressed its
support for Dr Mahathir's efforts in overconing the problens affecting the
country.

Its secretary Yap Ee Tiam sai d about 2,000 nenmbers have pl edged to
support the Government.
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