06/ 04/ 1997
Leaders judged by their deeds

A. Kadir Jasin
ITis not unusual these days to hear inportant people whining that their
many good deeds received |l ess attention than the few m stakes they made.

Very often too, they woul d accuse others of going overboard in
criticising their mstakes to the extent that the good things they did
were forgotten.

They woul d sonetines insinuate that the critics have a hidden agenda
such as a vendetta or are being outrightly malicious.

But if we exam ne these allegations rationally, we will find that very
few have any of these el ements.

Take the case of the Cabinet-ordered probe into the clearing and
levelling of a hilly area in Hulu Kl ang.

What hi dden agenda or conspiracy could there be when the Press statenent
regardi ng the order was made by a M nister?

It was the Housing and Local CGovernment M nister, Datuk Dr Ting Chew
Peh, who revealed this to the Press after the March 25 Cabi net neeting.

And what vendetta can there be when the matter was brought to the
attention of the Cabinet by the Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, hinself after he noticed the activities while flying over the
area in a helicopter a week earlier?

Had t he Cabi net not wanted this to be known to the Press, it woul d have
instructed the Mnister to keep the matter confidenti al.

It is recalled that the Cabinet also went public when it ordered the
probe into the hill cutting at M mal and just over a year ago.

Perhaps, it is wiser for the people and authorities caught with their
pants down by the | atest Cabinet instruction to exam ne thensel ves. Just
for a nmonment, ponder the possibility that sonething not quite right had
taken place in the approving and supervising of the project.

For instance, it nust be asked as to why no action was taken agai nst the
devel oper, which is linked to the KLSE-1isted Larut Consolidated Bhd,
despite it having ignored several letters fromthe Anpang Jaya Mini ci pa
Counci | until the Cabinet intervened.
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