27/ 11/ 1997

Leaders kept far fromprotestors

THE Vancouver sky was grey and brooding, with | ow hangi ng cl ouds, when the
Apec | eaders energed for the traditional group photographs fromthe Miseum
of Ant hropol ogy where they had been neeting since 9am

It was 12. 15pm when they lined up on the gravel conpound, where their
pl aces were al ready marked, with their backs to the harbour and the
nmount ai ns. | mredi atel y behind themwas a shal | ow pond.

First several pictures were taken of themwaving cheerfully and then of
t hem j oi ni ng hands.

After that they wal ked down a flight of wooden steps behind themto the
wai ting line of creamcoloured golf-carts - each to a cart - and were
driven to a building called Mackenzi e House for | unch.

The pool of reporters and photographers |l eft the conmpound for the
university's Faculty Club to wait.

When they saw them the 800 protestors gathered nearby went into action

Bet ween them and the fence that kept themaway fromthe cordoned- of f
area were about a thousand or so nenbers of the Royal Canadi an Mounted
Pol i ce who just watched as the protestors waved their banners and shout ed.

Suddenly the protestors surged forward, sonme managi ng to pull down part
of the fencing. They were pushed back by the police who al so used dogs and
pepper spray.

Anmong t he posters and banners held by the anti-Apec protestors were
t hose sayi ng "Freedom of Association", "Free Tibet" and "Traitors to
humani ty”. Near themwere also those with "Soeharto" and the swastika
signs on them

The neeting ended about 3.45pm and the | eaders again lined up and faced
the reporters and photographers, this tinme in the hall

Canadi an Prinme M nister Jean Chretien, as host and chairman, stood in
the centre facing a mcrophone with Philippine President Fidel Ranps on
the right and Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on his left. Chretien read
the | eaders' decl arati on.
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