04 NOV 1997
Mahat hir-Critics
LEADERS SHOULD WELCOVE CRITICS, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 4 (Bernamm) -- Society and | eaders of society should
tolerate and wel come critics because w thout them society can go very
wrong, conplacent with everything it does, says Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mdhanmad

He says that critics are absolutely necessary for those playing a
|l eading role in society.

"Wthout criticisnms they would not know when they are wong, and nay
not even know what is going on around them" he says in his nmessage in a
book written by his daughter, Mrina, entitled "In Liberal Doses"

Dr Mahathir says however critics can be carried away by their own
wi sdom or even their own influence and power for critics do have power
despite not being officially or legally vested with any authority.

The book, which is a collection of selected articles witten by Mrina
since 1991 for her columm "Misings" in the Star newspaper, was |aunched by
Prof Chandra Muzaffar here today. The author's nother, Datin Seri Dr Sit
Hasmah Mohaned Ali, was al so present.

Dr Mahathir says that critics nust always bear in nind that they are
often right but not always right and in particular when the criticisnms are
based on hearsay and are not adequately researched, the hurt they may cause
to the subject can be quite painful

"This will be especially so when for sonme reason or other the critic is
unassail abl e,” he says.

Dr Mahathir says: "We live in an inmperfect society and we are al
i mperfect individuals but this is no excuse for us not to try to be
perfect, to do what is right and avoid what is wong."

"To know when we are right or wong we need a nmirror and the critic
holds up the mirror so we may see ourselves, warts and all," he says.

"However, the critics too need to ook at the mrror if we accept that
none of us are perfect and perhaps when they ook at the nmirror they would
beconme slightly nore tolerant of the faults and foi bles of others," says
the Prime Mnister

Dr Mahathir says that he used to wite occasionally for the press in
hi s younger days for noney.

Besi des, he also felt the need to criticise the colonial admnistration
whi ch neglected the comunity, saying that he was too young then to know
his own fault and could not understand why the right and the fair things
were not done.

On his daughter Marina, the Prime Mnister says she was nore nature
when she started witing conpared to him and her observations are nore
di scerning than his, adding that he does not always agree with her views
and so does she.

On Marina's colum, Dr Mahathir says that it is obviously an
i ndependent colum and the views do not reflect those of the governnent,
despite the strong connection that Marina has with the so-called
est abl i shnent .

"One is tenpted to ask from where she acquired this sense of
i ndependence, this urge not to conform to be critical and not just cheer
on those in power," he adds. -- BERNAMA
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