08/ 09/ 1997
Learn from Japanese, Germans, Ml ays told

Iine Ong; Asiah Bujang

UWNO president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad yesterday urged the Ml ays
to |l ook again at Japan, and at Germany, to |l earn how tail ored-for-success
cul tures can breed success.

Advanci ng his argunments that the Ml ays need to change sone of their
cultural traits to succeed - a domnant thenme in his opening address to
the 51st Umo general assenbly on Friday - Dr Mahathir said "the right
culture, a culture compatible with success, will ensure that a race wll
succeed".

The Prime M nister said both Japan and Germany were crushed during the
Second World War. The Japanese, who had a culture of "harakiri", created a
culture of hard work and preseverance to energe today as one of the
wor | d' s economi ¢ super powers.

Simlarly, he added, Germany rose fromthe ashes of defeat in the hands
of Britain and France to becone today nore econom cally powerful those two
countries.

Dr Mahathir said he decided to discuss the issues of Malay culture at
I ength in his openi ng address because he believes that Umo shoul d debate
the issue and the need for a new Malay culture conpatible with success.

"But | see not too nmany del egates di scussed this issue. | notice that
when we have to debate an academ c issue |like culture, del egates are not
too keen. If they can hit the (nenbers of the party's) suprene council, if

they can criticise the corporate | eaders, they would be nore keen to
debate.”

In his opening address, Dr Mahathir made a call to Mal ays and Umo
menbers to review sonme aspects of their culture which he said may have
obstructed their progress and could | ead them back to backwardness. He
al so urged themto go beyond the obsession for synbols and forns in their
practice of Islam

W ndi ng up the debates and cl osing the assenbly, Dr Mahathir expressed
hope that "we are not |ess |Islamby raising such issues as "aurat' (the
part of the body that nust be covered).

"And | hope we do not | ose perspective of the priorities in our
struggle,"” he added.

Dr Mahathir said "our endeavour in championing Islamwithin Umo is to
ensure that Islamis not nmade a scapegoat for our |ack of progress.

"If we succeed, others - non-Muslinms - will be convinced. But if we
al | ow oursel ves to be obsessed by just synbols and fornms of Islam then we
will not get far."

He said Umo is not |ike Pas, "whose idea of Islamis the |Islamc dress
code. But that is not what will nake the world respect Islam Wat will is
our success in making Miuslinms a respectable race in the eyes of the
wor | d."

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia is "ashaned by the i mage that our fellow
Muslins in sone parts of the world, who kill in the nane of Islam W hear
of a massacre of Muslins by fellow Mislins who belong to a group cl ai m ng
to be Islam s sal vation".

"I't goes on to show that people are using Islamas a nask, as a synbol."

Dr Mahathir said sone quarters of accused Umo | eaders, i ncluding
hi nsel f, of disrespecting the ulamas (Islanic scholars).

"That's not true," he said. "But who are these people who cal
t hensel ves ul amas? Just because they belong to a particular party (which



uses the name Islamfor the party), are they ulanas? W revere ul amas, but
only the real ulamas."

Dr Mahathir also referred to calls by sone Umo del egates that want the
Governnent to ban Harakah, the official voice of Pas. He said the
Gover nnent has never taken action even though Harakah is being sold
illegally.

"But because the propaganda by Harakah is so negative, we are now
banning its sale in book shops. If Harakah prints lies, it will be charged
in court," he added.

At a press conference later, Dr Mahathir said vendors who di splay or
sel|l copies of Harakah will face action. The Governnment, however, wll not
censor or take any action if the contents of Harakah are nade avail abl e on
the I nternet.

Bernama reports: Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said he derives |ots of
satisfaction fromthe inval uabl e achi evenents of the Governnent despite
the "di sappointingly small salary" which the prem ership brings.

He said the salary of the prinme mnister is small conpared with that of
sone of ficers who work under himand thus he has nuch cause for feeling
di sappoi nt ed.

"I amvery di sappoi nted because ny salary is small. Those serving under
me are paid bigger salaries, use bigger cars and can use their own pl anes.
"I amenvious. | ought to ask for a bigger salary as prinme mnister," he

sai d when responding to conplaints fromdel egates who said they were
di sappoi nted because they did not get anything even though they had gi ven
Il ong and faithful service to the party.

Dr Mahathir said he feels a sense of satisfaction for being able to
bring through the Umo struggle a | ot of good to the people and the
country.

( END)



	Learn from Japanese, Germans, Malays told (NST 08/09/1997)

