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TO plan for the future, we nmust first of all |ook backwards so that we
know where we came from If we do not do that, then we may actually be
movi ng backwards even though we nay feel we are moving forward.

The sane thing applies when we face the 21st Century - an era where
i nformati on made avail abl e t hrough sophi sticated technol ogy will change
people's lifestyl es and where borders between nati ons can no | onger
prevent the inflow of information and other activities. Acconpanying the
i nfl ow woul d be chal |l enges in such fields as econony and finance besi des
social and cultural activities. This means we need to seek gui dance and
draw | essons fromworld history, Islamc history and history of the
Musl i ns.

Thi s does not necessarily nean that we can find all the right answers
through I'slam c history. But we may be able to |l earn the strategies and
approaches by Mislins who were so successful in the early years but these
strategies were no longer suitable in the later years and instead brought
negative results. At |east we can identify what were the ineffective ways
used to counter problens at that tine, challenges and probl ens which may
be simlar with the ones we will face in the future.

Even if we do not go deeply into Islamc history, it was obvious that
i gnorant Arabs who were living in the desert, whose culture was so
backward that they were willing to kill their own children and were
obsessed with their ways, |ater accepted Islamand its teachings and
succeeded in creating a vast enpire and devel oped a civilisation far
superior than others during their tine. From Spain to China, the once-

i gnorant Arab hel ped spread Islamto the point that half of mankind
accepted the religion and changed their lifestyles, |anguage and witten
scripts. Against the fact that Prophet Muhammad SAW hi nsel f was
illiterate, the achievements of the Arabs who became Mislins were i ndeed
outstanding. Wthin just 100 years after hijrah, the ignorant desert
Arabs, by just accepting and practicing Islam had built a big and strong
enpire. The spread of Islamafter this was not as wi de even though efforts
to this end continued successfully.

We al so know fromhistory that after the Miuslinms were ousted from Spain
in 1492, the Turkish Islam c Enpire enmerged in Eastern Europe and Centra
Asi a. Subsequently, the Turkish empire also fell to the point that Turkey
no | onger becane the centre of an Islam c Enpire, and instead it rejected
Islamin its adm nistration and declared itself as a secular state which
had no i nvolvenment in the |Islamc world.

The rise and fall of Islamand its followers in history have cl ose
connections with the religion they practised. But why was it that when the
i gnorant Arabs adopted |Islamthey becane such a dynani c group of
followers? But in the |ater years, a |l ot of teachings deviating from
Islams true path were spread and nore Mislins becane involved in a power
struggl e while declaring that they were doing so in the nane of Islam

That is why three out of four Caliphs died through killings. Only the
first Caliph, Saidina Abu Bakar, was not killed. Saidina Abu Bakar was
known to be hunbl e. Wien he was appointed Caliph, he told everyone that
they could criticise himbecause he said he was a nere nortal and not a
prophet. The killing of Saidina Ormar and Gsnan was surely because there
were followers of Islamwho did not agree with their | eadership.

But when Saidina Ali was appointed Caliph, the opposition to himwas



very strong. War ensued between Saidina Ali and t he Miuawi yah whi ch
eventual |y ended with the nurder of Saidina Ali, resulting in a split
anong the Muslinms - the Sunni and Shiite. The difference between the
Sunnis and Shiites were great but both argued that their religion was
Islam Howis it that the one religion brought by Prophet Mihammad SAW
coul d becone two with wide differences? Surely one of themis not Islanic,
or probably each of themhave different interpretations of the religion
whi ch are both correct and incorrect. What was clear was the fact that the
different interpretations and teachings was a result of a politica
struggle, that is to beconme a Caliph by certain | eaders.

But different interpretations on Islamcontinued to be made. Whet her
these were the results of problens brought by changing eras or the
political |eaderships in these two sides, scholars continued to nmake
rulings (fatwas) all the time. At the sanme tinme, sone scholars introduced
their own ruling and formed groups or tarigat and others. To support them
many of themcreated hadiths which had no real basis.

Two hundred years after hijra, Bukhari collected a total of 600, 000
hadiths. Qut of these, he only verified 7,000 and rejected about 593, 000
whi ch he believed were fal se and not genui ne.

O her hadith scholars such as Miuslimand Tarm zi accepted even | ess than
the 7,000. There were hadiths accepted by Bukhari but rejected by other
schol ars who al so studi ed them and vice versa

Thi s happened only 200 years after hijra. After this, a lot of hadiths
were created by other people. There were many opinions, interpretations
and fatwas rmade and supported by various nmeans. Sone of themwere rejected
by schol ars who cane nuch later but this did not deter anyone to continue
to make fatwas wi thout proper procedures approved by Islam Hence, the
different interpretations.

The truth is that in Islams 1,400 years, they were exposed to a variety
of teachings each claming to be Islamc but were opposites of each other.
There were 1,001 beliefs ranging fromnarrow i nterpretations which
rejected the present world outright and a desire to bring |Islamback 1,400
years before, to one that alienates |slamand accepts secularism As a
result, the followers becanme very confused. Sone |ost their minds and | ost
their way in the process.

Can such Muslinms face the chall enges of the 21st Century when the world
is just a village with sophisticated information technol ogy, rockets,
| aser, spacecraft and nucl ear bonbs? In a world dom nated by the big
powers where none is Islamc, where such injustice exists that Mislins
wi t hout weapons are left slaughtered by their enem es, where an Islamc
country can be isolated and its people made to die of starvation; and
where Muslins are fighting each other as enem es, and who are confused by
their own teachings; are backward, poor and weak; can they enjoy any
benefit fromthe 21st Century?

The answer is that they will not enjoy any benefit. Instead, they wll
becone weaker and will be suppressed and col oni sed, directly and
indirectly.

But this fate should not befall Mislins. Going by history, we can see
that the progress and achi evenents of the Islanmic Enpire in its early days
were due to the fact that there were not nmany differing interpretations of
Islam not many fal se hadiths, and not many shal | ow fatwas whi ch coul d
have confused the followers. That was why they were not hindered from
furthering their studies on the world which were pioneered by others. They
even transl ated the studi es by others and nade extensive and deep research
on their own which surpassed those of other civilisations during their
time. They invented studies on astronony, algebra, |ogarithm nedicine,
navi gati on and various other branches of mathematics. They were so skilled



in the use of netal that Damascus was known to have the best steel for
weapons.

It was possible to study all this know edge because there was no
prohi bitions against them There was also no instructions that only
I slami ¢ studies could be pursued. They knew that the Koran wanted Muisli s
to l ook at everything created by God - the hills and nountains, the earth
and the sky, rain, flora and fauna, aninmals which can be turned into food,
vehi cl es, clothings, the moon and the stars, the days and nights, the
weat her and the climte and many ot her God-created things. In the eyes of
the Islamic personalities at that tine, |ooking was interpreted as not
just looking in the physical sense but also studying themin detail so
that they can bring benefits to manki nd.

A hadith says: "Seek know edge even as far as China." It was pointed out
by detractors that this was just a saying of the Prophet and it was not a
conmand from God. When they disagreed with a particular hadith, they were
quick to discredit it and refused to acknowl edge it as a source of Islamc
teaching. But if they subscribed to it, then they would not cease to
highlight it repeatedly, even if it's authenticity is doubted. Surely
seeki ng know edge in China does not nean |slam ¢ know edge. During the
Prophet's period, China was also known to have deep know edge in such
fields as nedicine, literature and paper, explosives and nmany ot hers.

Since Muslins then followed the teachings of the hadith, they were
clever and efficient, able to conprehend all of God's gifts for the
benefit of thenselves and |Islam That was why they could build a credible
and big enpire and filled it with institutions of know edge, industri es,
busi ness and comerce, nodernise agriculture through new engi neering
t echni ques and nmany ot hers.

Unfortunately, sone personalities who disputed and questioned the |slam
practised in the progressive years energed. They began rejecting all the
know edge which they said were against |Islamand Muslins were prohibited
fromstudying them Those with especially strong | eanings on the figh
began i nventing and spreading their teachings so that Mislinms were
di scouraged from studyi ng those which the forner clained to be un-1Islanic.
Institutions of higher |Iearning were no | onger supplied with books on
sci ence and phil osophy which did not specialise on Islam Big |libraries
ceased to be built and those in existence were no | onger equipped with
books on areas of studies pioneered by other conmunities and those
pi oneered by Islam c phil osophers in these fields. Many of these books
were destroyed by this anti-know edge group, especially those considered
un-1sl am c.

Instead, a heated debate took place in trying to define what constitutes
I slamic and what were the Islamc | aws and regul ati ons pertaining to
crimes in the eyes of Islam Mislins froze and were unable to nove forward
when confronted with rules and regul ati ons based on narrow
i nterpretations.

In certain parts of North Africa and several other |ocations individuals
claimng to be | mam Mahadi surfaced prom sing to cleanse |slambefore
Doonsday. They battled every Miusli mwho failed to acknow edge them In
Spai n, they succeeded in bringing down the adm nistration and forced their
narrow t eachi ngs to be accepted. Hence, Mislins becanme even nore backward
and they were ousted from Spain and coul d not even save thenselves in
North Africa

The history of the Turkish Enpire is also sinmlar. The hold over the
Turkish Sultanate by scholars with vested interests nade it inpossible for
Turkey to adjust accordingly with the tinmes. The Turkish army becane weak
and often opposed the Governnent over problens of uniforns and weaponary
said to be un-Islamc. In the end, Turkey was overcone by the western



powers. The intellectuals and mlitary |eadership of Turkey were so
disillusioned with Turkey that they began to believe that the country they
I'i berated was secul ar.

The Turkish and Arab enmpires fell because Miuslins rejected know edge
whi ch they considered to be un-Islamic, and therefore unnecessary and
prohibitive to Muslins. Muslins had failed to face and counter the
probl ens brought about by a rapidly changi ng worl d.

The 21st Century is already regarded as a very chal |l engi ng one. Modern
technol ogy including information technology will radically change people's
lifestyles. No one can isolate thenselves fromthe world and sophi sticated
technol ogy. Peopl e can travel anywhere in the world in | ess than one day.
They can al so converse with one anot her anywhere across the gl obe on rea
time basis as if they are in the same room Dispatching |etters by hand
has been replaced by instant despatch through the Internet. Those in
possessi on of information and know how to use themw |l influence world
politics and econony. By the sane argunent, wars will be won by those in
possessi on of the |atest information and know how to use them

Many inventions close to magi c can be created by those in possession of
deep know edge in certain fields. As such those in possession of such
technol ogy can do anything they l|ike, including oppressing Mislins and
Islamic countries.

In Bosnia, they allowed mass sl aughter of Muslins in broad daylight.
Worst than that, they confiscated weapons owned by Miuslins so that this
would facilitate the killings by the enemes of Islam It is the sane in
Chechnya, Pakistan and South Asi a.

But Muslinms were hapl ess when this injustice took place. They dared not
even voi ce out their objections. Such is the fate of Muslins today. For as
Il ong as they reject the teachings of Islamwhich allows themthe ability
to defend thensel ves and seek know edge for this purpose, and as |ong as
they fail to seek happiness in the present world and the hereafter, the
fate of Muslinms will remain the sane.

Qobvi ously, religious know edge has to be pursued, but there is no reason
for Muslinms to nerely specialise in this discipline. Should Miuslim
schol ars beconme experts in religious fields al one and not seek know edge
i n other disciplines which can help bring progress and save Miuslins?
Doesn't the know edge in other fields which are inportant to save the
Muslims formpart of mandatory lessons in the interest of the unmah? Isn't
the Muslimcommunity guilty of a sin because anbng themthere are no
experts in fields which can help save Muslinms? Aren't the Muslins at fault
because today there is not even a single major Islamc power? Aren't the
Muslims wong if because of their own weaknesses and di sappoi ntnents, they
Musl i m comunity generally at fault, if, due to their disappointnment with
t he weaknesses of Muslins as a result of their neglect in the pursuit of
ot her know edge, other Muslins reject Islamand turn their country into a
secul ar nation.

We accept that know edge al one does not guarantee that |slamand Muslins
will be saved. For this, many other inportant Islamnmic teachings will have
to be practised. Islamasks Muslins to remain in brotherhood. But in
contrast, they fight with each other because there are those who claim
that only they are Muslins while the others were |l ess Miuslins, in fact
apostates. This is happening in nost Muslimcountries, in fact even in
Mal aysi a there are those who easily decide for thensel ves that only they
are Muslins while the rest are apostates.

The Quran tells us to be patient. Efforts to rehabilitate the strength
of Muslims and Muslimnations will take a long time. It requires politica
stability, efficient adm nistration, know edge proficiency, wealth,
owner shi p of sophisticated industries and the devel opnent of defences



whi ch are capabl e of saving the nation and the Muslins.

But many Muslins, especially the extrenmists, are inpatient, like to take
har sh unpl anned actions, rebel and run riot w thout reason, especially
agai nst other Muslins. Due to such unprepared actions, they waste the
little strength that Miuslins have w thout achieving any progress or
devel opnent. On the contrary, they create a state of chaos in the Islamc
states and weaken the Muslinms. In fact, they indirectly or unconsciously,
conspire with enem es of Islam including the Zonists.

Because of these people, there is alnmost no Muslimnation which is well-
adm ni stered or devel oped. There is no Muslimnation which is ready to
nmeet the chall enges of the 21st century. While other races and foll owers
of other religions becone m ghtier and progressive, and while world powers
becone arrogant and oppress Muslins, Mislins and Mislimnations continue
to remai n backward, weak, disunited and easily used by enemes of Islamto
weaken them They frequently blame the enenies of Islamfor disuniting
them but this situation does not encourage themto stop their own actions
whi ch do not benefit Mislins.

In view of this situation, what is the refornmati on needed by Mislins
everywhere which can hel p prepare them and ensure their success in the
21st century? The much-needed reformation i s one which can make Muslins
return to the true teachings of Islam which do not contain nixtures of
the various deviant interpretations, teachings and fatwas made t hroughout
the 1,400 years after hijrah.

This reformati on nmust be able to ensure that Muslins return to the
teachi ngs of the Quran and the sunnah of the Prophet which everyone knows
had happened during the days of the Prophet.

Thi s includes how the problens posed by the group of Jahiliah Quraish
were handl ed by the prophet and other early Muslimfollowers. This al so
includes the situation in Medina, as well as the philosophy behind the
diplomatic and mlitary struggle to take over Mecca.

What we know fromthe teachings of the Quran and hadith is that
br ot her hood anmong Muslins is given paranount inportance. They do not wage
war s agai nst each other because of differences in opinion on the facets of
Islam During the time of the Prophet, Islamic brotherhood was the main
factor.

It is true that all religious problens could be referred to the Prophet
to be sol ved. However, I|slam c teachings have provided for Muslims to
solve their problens through nusyawarah. Al parties have the right to
voi ce their opinions, but decisions nade through nmusyawarah have to be
obeyed. No one, including Caliphs, can nmake their own unquestionabl e
deci sions and force themupon Mislims.

For sure, no small groups stooped to their own teachi ngs and
interpretations and acted violently to force society at |arge to accept
their opinion. Al parties were tolerant. The Prophet hinself did not
force his fam |y nenbers who did not accept Islam to enbrace it.

Musl i ms during the days of the Prophet were patient, courageous,

di sciplined and | oyal to the Prophet's | eadership. They were not
prohi bited fromworking, even on Fridays, in pursuit of worldly w sdom and
hal al weal t h.

They were given the responsibility to defend Muslins. Security and
defence were inportant, not the manner in which it was done or the
equi prrent used. Therefore, if defence required different equi pnent, these
equi prrent nust be invented and used. If for this purpose, certain
know edge has to be acquired, it will be wong to ignore its pursuit.

To save the Muslins, a strong and stable Governnent is al so needed.

I sl amic | eadershi p nust be el ected through nusyawarah, a denocractic
met hod and not by cheating or instilling fear in Mislins through untrue



t eachi ngs.

Di fferences in opinion and teachings remain in the Muslimconmunity.
Wil e, the deviationists nmust be returned to the true path, it nmust be
done t hrough musyawar ah and not pressure, opression and injustice. If an
agreenment cannot be reached, tol erance and brot herhood nmust be practi sed.
Attenpts through the use of force which will only bring about disunity and
never-ending riots, nmust be avoi ded.

In short, to face the 21st century which is full of challenges of the
Informati on Age, the reformati on needed i s one which enphasi ses the val ues
of Muslinms and based on true Islam c teachings which are free from
confusing beliefs and interpretations which are not based on the Quran and
hadi t hs.

The actual situation of this new Age nust be acknow edged. Cheating
one's own self on the real situation will bring about failures in facing
the chal l enges of the 21st century. The nain reformation is the
reformati on of thoughts for those who are trapped within the teachings
whi ch are not truely |slamc and which confuse the Mislins.
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