29/ 07/ 1997

Learn to maintain aircraft, aviation fraternity uged

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
called on the local aviation fraternity to hel p devel op a "mai nt enance
cul ture" anmpong avi ation enthusiasts in the country.

"I would like to remnd all quarters that the aircraft is an unforgiving
node of transport.

"I'f we do not know how to maintain and use the aircraft well, we can get
involved in fatal accidents,” he said.

He was speaking at the |launch of the Great Malaysian Air Rally in
conjunction with the first Langkawi Oshkosh East Fly-lIn convention and
exhibition to be held fromAug 4-8 at the Royal Ml aysian Air Force base
in Sungai Besi.

He al so | aunched the first Rakan Muda Mal aysi an Experinental Aircraft.

Dr Mahathir said it was inportant for those involved in flying for
sport, to go beyond nerely knowi ng howto fly.

They shoul d al so know how to nmaintain the aircraft and ensure that their
aircraft is in serviceable condition

"This rem nder is inportant for all of those involved in aviation
irrespective of whether they are in general or commercial aviation,

i ncludi ng t he RVAF whi ch possesses sophisticated aircraft |like the MG 29
and the F/ A-18D

"These airpl anes are expensive and we (the Governnment) cannot buy many.
If we do not maintain themwell, we will not be able to keep themfor
| ong.

"It will also be dangerous and fatal accidents can occur. It would al so
result in the country losing costly investnments," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he was inpressed to see a Canberra aircraft fromthe
1950s or 1960s still flying when he landed at a British Royal Air Force
base recently.

He said he was told that the RAF intended to continue keepi ng the
aircraft in serviceable condition until the year 2008. He added such
aircraft would have been witten off as old and unservi ceabl e here.

"But here, even airplanes which are nore recent than the Canberra are
not serviceable. The reason why they can still fly the Canberra is because
t hey know how to maintain the parts well.

"We woul d surely not be confident with aircraft such as the Canberra or
the Lancaster bonber, the Spitfire and the Hurricane, which were used in
Wrld War Two (if they were to be flown)," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said when he went to the Oshkosh Fly-In convention in
W sconsin, the United States, he saw the Lockheed Super Constellation
(built in the 1950s) which was still flying well and safe.

"We woul d have thrown it in the bin. But this shows their ability in
mai ntaining old aircraft for they (the aircraft) can still be good if we
know how to raintain them" he said.

( END)
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