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Leaving no roomfor exorbitant prices and profiteering during Linma

K. Bal a
W TH t he Langkawi International Maritine and Aerospace Exhibition cones a
boomtine for the business sector on the island after a lull, worsened by

the recent haze, especially for hotels, restaurants, hawker stalls,
shopping outlets, taxis and car hire operators.

But for the authorities, especially the enforcenent division of the
Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnistry, the fourth Linma show from
Dec 2 to 7, is time to keep a | ookout for exorbitant prices and
profiteering by busi nessnen.

Except that this tinme there has to be nore vigil ance.

Not that this is the first tine they are taking a | ook at the prices of
goods and services, especially food, on the island resort.

In fact the Mnistry has a price stabilisation committee which has been
nmeeting regularly over the | ast few years.

What with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad keepi ng cl ose
tabs on the island resort, including his remarks on profiteering.

When the price stabilisation commttee held one of its regular neetings
earlier this week chaired by Mnistry Secretary General Datuk Mhd Noor
Abdul Rahim it had to be content with the | atest voluntary comrents by Dr
Mahat hi r.

The Prime M nister who was in Langkawi over the weekend to | ook into the
preparations for Lima 97, the biggest thus far, wanted the authorities to
get the food and ot her service sectors to display their nmenus and pri ces.

He al so directed that drinks and food packets be banned from bei ng
brought by visitors to the exhibition venues as this was bound to cause
littering.

Tal k of profiteering during such occasions tend to upset the |oca

residents including District Oficer Ismail Hamid, though they are
directed at a small group of exploiters who have no qual ns about fl eecing
cust oners.
Ismail and a few others feel that it is the Press which is harping on the
matter even in the case of the latest remarks by Dr Mahathir, which cane
when he interrupted a briefing being given to himon the preparations for
Lima, to direct the authorities.

Whet her one likes it or not, a small group of unscrupul ous traders which
include food outlets, have to be dealt with as they give the inpression
that prices of goods and services are generally high.

On the contrary, prices of non-dutiabl e goods including food are not
much higher than in Alor Star. This is despite the fact that Langkawi
inmports nearly all its perishable and non-perishabl e goods fromthe
mai nl and and Thai |l and via Satun whi ch i nvol ves hi gher shi ppi ng costs.

As the director of the enforcenent division of the Mnistry, Datuk Abdu
Jabbar Kanmin put it: "the battle to weed out the bad hats has to go on."

Over the next few days, he said all food outlets must conply with the
current requirenment to display their nmenus and prices in a clear and bold
manner .

The authorities will also be on the alert for Thai citizens who operate
stalls | eased by local residents during the period. Both parties will pay
heavy penalti es.

The prevailing rates of other service providers like car rentals and
taxis will be put up by the division in strategic areas for people to know
if they are being overcharged. The nedia has al so been requested to



hi ghlight the rates.

Hotel and chal et operators will also not be spared. Though they are
reluctant to display their rates like the food outlets, they have agreed
to provide brochures spelling out their rates.

But the hospitality sector is the |east of their worries as all 6,500
beds avail able on the island were snapped up nmonths ago with full paynent
made wel | in advance.

Nearly all hotels dispensed with discounts or corporate rates and
charged the full published rates.

The worry, however, will be the prices at the tenmporary food outlets at
the venues - the Mahsuri International Exhibition Centre (aerospace) and
Tanjung Malai (maritine), especially the former.

Wth the high rental rates for tenporary food outlets in MEC charged by
the organi sers, the operators have to pass the costs to the custoners.

For instance in the last Lina, a |arge bottle of mneral water was sold
at RMB with the excuse that the operators had to cover rental costs.

Per haps the organi sers should take this into consideration and be
reasonable in their levies, or the trade exhibitors and visitors
especially foreigners will return hone with the i npression that Langkaw
is an expensive place. This is bad for repeat visits which are vital for
the success of the tourismindustry.

To nab those out to cash in on the huge Lima turnout, enforcenent
of ficers fromnorthern Perak, Penang, Perlis and mai nl and Kedah wi |l be
mobi | i sed to carry out checks.

Al'l these efforts will conme to nought if the consumer does not play his
role. Besides |looking up at the skies for aircraft and the sea for the
submarines, they nust | ook out for the prices and make their choice.

( END)
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