14/ 11/ 1997
Let's treat US demand for apol ogy as a joke

Dat uk Adam Kadi r

THE call by the 30-odd United States congressnen that Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad eit her apol ogi se or resign over a purported remark shoul d
not be taken seriously.

A joke, in fact. Just conpare it with the relative silence they chose to
keep when Louis Farrakhan | oudly blasted the Anerican Jewi sh community, in
particul ar, and whites, in general, for being allegedly racial. Wy?
Because they could antici pate the consequences.

Thi ngs now have devel oped, rightly or wongly, that semtic pasts were
ones of fidelity. Those who happened to fall on the other side of the
conflicting pasts are by definition the perpetrators of the crine agai nst
humanity. Therefore, by an accident of history, a generation of people in
a corner of Europe were crininalised.

Were not anong themthe world had benefited fromthe energence of
est eened phi | osophers?

Not hing is absolutely right or wong. It's subjective to tinme and
circumstances. That was the reason why Kurt Wl dhei mwas found all right
when he was to becone the UN Secretary-General. But at a later time, the
Jewi sh pressure group levelled a crine agai nst humanity charge agai nst him
when he was about to become the Chancellor of Austria.

Such is the confidence the US congressmen are now showi ng agai nst Dr
Mahat hir. Perhaps a | esson from Farrakhan's approach is worth a try.

Anyway, |like in the case of Dr Wal dheim the pressure is best ignored by
our Prime Mnister.
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