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LESOTHO TO OPEN EMBASSY | N MALAYSI A

By: R Ravi chandran

LANGKAW, July 31 (Bernanm) -- The African ki ngdom of Lesotho will open
an enbassy in Ml aysia by the end of the year, its Deputy Prinme Mnister
Prof. Pakalitha Msisili said.

"W see Malaysia as a strong role nodel... Ml aysia has becone an
i mportant trade and econonmic hub in this region from which we can benefit
and learn a lot,” he told Bernana.

Prof. Msisili, who was here to attend the Langkawi International
Di al ogue whi ch ended yesteday, would begin a four-day official visit of
Mal aysi a t omor ow.

He sais Lesotho currently had diplomatic missions in 10 countries -
Bel gium Britain, China, Denmark, Egypt, Ethiopia, Germany, Italy, South
Africa, United States and a mission in the United Nations.

The anbassador to China is also accredited to Ml aysia, he said.

Prof. Mosisili said the setting-up of a mission here would boost trade
between the two countries as currently there was no direct trade relations
bet ween them

“"I't will also help Ml aysian investors to identify investnent
potentials in Lesotho and bring about a friendly relationship between our
two countries," he said.

Prof. Msisili said Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad, with whom he had a
bilateral neeting two days ago, was a "visionary and an outstanding
| eader”.

"W could learn a ot from Mal aysia's experiances and its devel opnent
policies under the strong |eadership of your Prime Mnister," he said

Lesotho, a sovereign country with a population of two mllion and an
area of 30,355 sq km has a unique characteristic of being totally
surrounded by South Africa. It is one of three renaining nonarchies in
Africa.

Oten referred to as the "Switzerland of Africa" for its unique beauty
and snow capped nountains, it gained independence in 1966 and is a nenber
of the Commonwealth and the Southern Africa Devel opnent Conmunity. --
BERNANMA
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