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Let's not condemn the West for its nusic success

S. Jeevarat nam

REFERRING to the article "The politics of culture" by Farish A Noor (NST
Dec 30, 1996), one detects a tinge of envy when he says the Western nedi a
corporations are scranmbling for power and riches.

He nmakes M chael Jackson sound |ike an epidem c that would engulf the
worl d, forgetting that nusic, pop or otherw se has an aesthetic value. One
can't dismss the charitable work of the superstar. He, in his own way,
shows us that he is thinking of the suffering people of the world.

In the West, the arts are diligently funded or sponsored by the rich.
Students with great prom se get schol arshi ps and ot her ai d.

In Mal aysia, there are limtations i nposed on woul d-be witers and
musi ci ans. Artists' creativity are danpened by noralists who act on
restrictive and seeningly random princi pl es and go about sabotaging their
wor ks.

There are too nmany cultural taboos as well with no free and healthy
i nteraction anong the various cul tures.

The minority cultures are treated |like a poor relation and allowed to
totter on the edge of oblivion.

The nusic of Africa and India and the Kabuki theatre art of Japan are
avidly received in the Western worl d today and are growi ng in popularity.

If, as Farish believes, that powerful forces like the Wstern nedia are
determined to engulf the world with their kind of nusic, surely they would
by now have bl own themoff their shores.

To l ook at music as a nedi um of Western hegenony is to all ow oneself to
sink to the depths to find an argunent against its popul ar appeal - a case
i ndeed of sour grapes.

Musi ¢ shoul d be enmbraced with a mnd uncluttered by fears that its
appreciati on may underm ne our own rnusi cal heritage.

I f Jackson coul d becone a billionaire by presenting the world with a
ki nd of nusic that has people overwhel med, that is his fortune.

The fulfilnment it brings to the masses conmes at a far inexpensive outlay
t han that whi ch comes from dadah

We burn with indignation at the Western peoples for the way in which
they have inposed their nusic and pop culture on the fabric of our m nds.

Cone on, do consider the organisation and planning that has gone into
bui I ding up a gl obal appeal to their kind of nusic.

Wul dn't we gl obalise our nusic and i nvoke the same mass appeal if only
we knew how? Let us give credit where it is due. The West has a way of
ef fectively marketing whatever it has that is sal eable.

When we get caught up and bought off by such superior marketing
techni ques, we cry foul and ascribe hidden agendas to this success.

The West has made narketing a science |ong before we in the East | ooked
at it as such. It is the Wst that propounded the concept of finishing to
conmercial products. It is the finishing that makes the difference between
two identical products when it cones to marketability.

Organi sation and conmitment to the purpose is a rare conmodity in this
part of the world. When it is present, it shines |like a beacon. The thing
that makes Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmed stand out anpng
his fellownmen is his commitrment and his zeal to see his plans through.

On the other hand, | ook at sone of our sports organi sations. They have
becone ineffective and totally effete. In-fighting and petty jeal ousies
seemto subvert the will to achi eve success.



The West excels in everything its peoples set out to do. Let us not damm
themfor their success in amassing a fortune by selling well-finished and
wel | - packaged products in the formof Jackson and ot her pop arti stes.

We nust bl ame oursel ves for not being able to nmeet international
standards and sweep the world off its feet with our nusic.
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Kual a Lunpur.
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