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Let's do nore to ensure sustainabl e devel opnent

Dr Mohd Ri dzuan Abdul | ah
ITis heartening to note that national wildlife issues have been accorded
much coverage recently.

Wil e this coverage i s commendabl e, | am saddened by the fact that 60
per cent of the 16 wildlife reserves in Sel angor have been degazetted for
ot her use. Howis this possible?

Fromwhat little I know of managi ng natural resources, an inventory of
the total forest cover in the country is in order before we can find out
whet her we have indeed struck a bal ance between conservation and
devel opnent.

It is also appalling that nmany of these "wildlife reserves" do not have
either buffer zones or corridors. If these areas are useful for the sound
managenent of natural resources, such provisions are absolutely necessary,
bearing in mnd that at the present rate of devel opment, our country can
no | onger be proud of its rich flora and fauna.

One nust agree with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad t hat
we shoul d not be extrenme in nanagi ng the natural resources. Therefore,
measures such as culling species that have overpopul ated certain areas as
in the case of nonkeys shoul d be supported while species that are depleted
such as the Sumatran rhi noceros shoul d be protect ed.

Perhaps, this is what conservation is about - utilising species which
are in abundance and at the sanme tine preserving those few in nunber.

Therefore, | would agree that nature conservation and devel opnent shoul d
go hand-i n-hand as denanded by the principle of sustai nabl e devel opnent.

Al'l one could ask for is to give nature its due. If an area is gazetted
as a reserve, it should be set aside as such or another forest area be
used, as was done by Sel angor. But as pointed out by the experts, such
conmpensation i s not good enough.

The Governnent should put a stop to this unhealthy habit of changi ng
| and status. As pointed out in the reports, there has been an undesirable
shift of balance in favour of devel opnent. This calls for serious
consi deration by the authorities concerned before nore forest areas are
"converted".

If one is unsure about striking a bal ance between conservati on and
devel opnent, one can always refer to the Seventh Mal aysia Plan and t he
annual Budget to determ ne the percentage allocated for conservation.

At the sane tine, one should take into account the benefits of setting
asi de areas for conservation. Many of these areas are now excel |l ent eco-
touri smspots which enphasi se | ocal comunity devel opnent and invol ve the
har dcor e poor.

Then, there is also the downsi de of devel opnent such as pol |l ution,
hazar dous waste and cli mate change.

The Governnent shoul d gi ve due recognition to those agenci es and
i ndi vi dual s who have shed both sweat and tears and who are comitted to
preserving the environnent through recycling of paper, aluniniumcans and
bottles, reusing envel opes and paper, and reduci ng consunption in general.

These seenmingly "small|l" efforts to save a fewtrees will eventually
ensure high living standards for the people. This is only possible if
pollution and deforestation are controlled within limts spelt out by the
rel evant agenci es.

Conservation, therefore, is not just the Governnent neeting the
requi rements of international conventions such as the Convention of



Bi odi versity, but an effort by the whol e popul ation. To date, we have yet
to tap the resources of comunity participation in safeguarding the
envi ronnent.

| support the notion that the corporate sector should provide a hel ping
hand i n saf eguardi ng the environnent.

It should not restrict itself to just providing funds for the zoo
adoption scheme but be nmore i nnovative such as sponsoring expeditions to
nat ure areas, biological research, and assist in the enforcenent of the
Environnental Quality Act by sinply adhering to the guidelines.

It would be viewed as extrenely bad publicity if a big corporate body
resorts to disposing of rubbish, oil and toxic waste in its own backyard.
As a Mal aysian, | think we are very conscious of cleanliness at hone.
Thi s exenpl ary behavi our should be extended to our environment such as

picnic spots, waterfalls and parks.

States |ike Perlis, Perak and Penang are to be commended for their
positive action in recognising nature as not just a refuge for wildlife
but also as an inportant source of clean water and air, and for the
mai nt enance of the life-cycle that we tend to take for granted.

If the challenges of Vision 2020 is to create a nore | oving and caring
soci ety, then conservation of nature should be included to ensure that we
will enjoy high living standards in future.
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