03 SEP 1997
Mahat hi r - message
LET'S ALL PROTECT ECONOMY AGAI NST ROGUES, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUVMPUR, Sept 3 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad has urged the people to join the governnment in taking on
i nternational rogues out to underm ne the Ml aysian econonmy and that of her
nei ghbours.

Dr Mahathir said the people's solid backing for the governnent's
present and future measures against the conspirators was crucial in
ensuring a resilient national econony that continued to benefit Ml aysians.

"These selfish and heartl ess speculators are out to destroy what the
peopl e have worked for.It is a nockery of the much-tal ked-about free
mar ket ," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said this in his nessage in the
souvenir progranme for the 1997 Umo general assenbly.

The four-day event starts tomorrow with the Umo Youth and Wanita Umo
assenblies which Deputy Prine Mnister and deputy party president Datuk

Seri Anwar |Ibrahimw Il sinultaneously open at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre
here.

Dr Mahathir will open the general assenbly proper on Friday at the same
venue.

Dr Mahathir said:"W'Ill not let these international rogues destroy

devel opi ng economi es."

The prinme minister also called on Ml aysians to becone a nation of
pi oneers ever willing to take on challenges on order to energe as a very
advanced nati on.

He said the world would not wait for them

Dr Mahathir said: "Let there not be only others who nonopolise new
know edge while we are left struggling behind."

He said Ml aysians should not allow thenselves to be swept away by the
ti des of devel oprent.

Instead they should contribute and play their appropriate roles so as
to al so benefit fromthe rapid devel opment in information technol ogy,
sci ence and ot her technol ogi es, he said.

On Umo, Dr Mahathir said the general assenbly this tine around woul d
see the renoval of the word "Baru" (new) from the party nane.

This neant, he said, elimnating whatever doubts there were as to Umo
being the sole guide and the protector of the Malays since its formation in
1946.

"Hence, a chapter of our party's saga conmes to a close. Party nenbers
who once were separated from Umo are now back into the fold," he said
referring to the dissolution of the break-away Parti Ml ayu Semangat 46
| ast year which paved the way for the return of forner S46 nmenbers en bl oc
to Umo.

Dr Mahathir rem nded party nenbers that Umo's continued survival as
the country's admnistrator nuch depended on the party's ideals and cause
and its ability to nmake progranmes work for the people

Closely inter-linked with these was the quality of the Umo | eadership
itself: whether it could turn aspirations into reality, he said.

"We' |l not realise our aspirations the nmoment we conpromise our ideals
with graft and don't bother to check it. In fact we'll |ose the people's
confidence and they'll then say that Mal ays are no longer fit to rule," he
sai d.

In this context, Dr Mahathir said Umo's nost inportant agenda was to



create a clean governnent at all levels and earn the people's continued
trust through prolonged selfless service to them

"Leaders elected to uphold the people's trust nmust never |let them down
by actions that run contrary to party ideals," he said.

Umo had renmai ned an oustanding party because the |eadership had from
the outset insisted on honesty and trustworthiness, Dr Mhathir added. --
Ber nama
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