21 AUG 1997
Li Peng- st at enent
LI PENG ENVI SAGES BETTER SINO-M SI A TI ES

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 21 (Bernama) -- China's Premer Li Peng, who arrived
here today for a four-day official visit, expressed hope that ties between
the two countries will be further enhanced

"My current visit to Malaysia is one of friendship and cooperation,” he
said in a statenent issued upon arrival at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah
International Airport in Subang.

He said he | ooked forward to having in-depth exchange of views on
bi-lateral relations with his Ml aysian counterpart Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohanad and ot her Mal aysi an | eaders.

He said China and Mal aysia are friendly neighbours and their people
enjoy a profound friendship

Over the years Sino-Mlaysia bilateral relations had witnessed rapid
devel opnent as evident by the frequent exchanges of visits between |eaders
of both countries, he said.

He described the results of their cooperation in econonmc and trade
cultural and educational fields as gratifying

Li hoped existing friendly relations could be pushed up to a new hei ght
and that the visit would enable himto see for hinmself Mlaysia's
soci o- economi ¢ achi evenent s.

Li's 117-nmenber entourage includes his wife Zhu Lin, Deputy
Secretary-Ceneral of the State Council He Chunlin, Mnister of the
Machi ne- Bui | di ng | ndustry Bao Xudi ng, Vice-Foreign Mnister Tang Ji axuan
and ot her senior government officials.

He was received at the airport by Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahrmad Badawi and Rural Devel opnent M nister Datuk Annuar Misa, who is the
m ni ster-in-attendance.

The official welcomng cerenbny was held i mediately after that at
Parli anent Square here.

Li's itinerary includes bilateral talks with Dr Mahathir tonorrow. --
BERNAMA
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