22/ 08/ 1997

Li set for in-depth talks on bilateral ties

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - China's Prine Mnister Li Peng said his visit to
Mal aysia was to see the new achi evenents the country had registered in
recent years in its econom c and soci al devel opnent.

Both countries were friendly nei ghbours and the people of the two
countries enjoyed a profound friendship, he said in a statenent issued on
his arrival here today for a four-day visit.

He said in recent years, thanks to joint efforts, bilateral relations
have wi t nessed rapi d devel opnent as evi denced by the frequent exchange of
visits between | eaders of the two countries.

He said this gratified results of co-operation in economc, trade,
cultural and educational fields and further strengthened traditional ties
bet ween peopl e of both countri es.

Li added that he | ooked forward to an in-depth exchange of views with
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad on bilateral relations and
other matters of mutual interest.

Tonorrow, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwoul d make a
courtesy call on Li. Li will also deliver a public |lecture, organi sed by
the Institute of Diplomatic and Foreign Rel ati ons.

Dr Mahathir and Li are scheduled to hold private tal ks before
del egations of both countries discuss bilateral issues at the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent.

Li and his wife Zhu Lin are al so schedul ed to have an audi ence with Yang
di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar and Raj a Pernmai suri Agong Tuanku Naji hah
at |stana Negara.

The del egation will | eave for Penang on Saturday norni ng before
proceedi ng to Si ngapore on Sunday.
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