08/ 07/ 1997
Lima '97 third | argest exhibition in the world

Ham sah Ham d

THE fourth Langkawi |nternational Mritinme and Aerospace exhibition (Lima
'97), to be held from Decenber 2-7 this year, will be the third | argest
exhibition in the world in terns of participation

Def ence M ni ster Datuk Syed Hami d Al bar announced yesterday that a total
of 1,150 conpanies from38 countries will be participating in this year's
event. The Le Bourget Paris Air Showin France is currently the biggest
airshowin the world, followed by the Fairnborough International Show in
the UK

"Lima '97 will be the third | argest airshow ... an achi evenent for us.
We have reached the target set by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to rmeke Lima as an outstanding airshowin the world," he told a
press conference in Kuala Lunmpur yesterday after chairing the Cabi net
Comittee on Lina.

Syed Hami d, who is the chairman of conmittee, said the target was to
have 800 conpani es participating in the aerospace show and 350 conpani es
inthe maritine show. "Currently, we have confirned participation of 534
conpani es for the aerospace show and 235 conpanies for the mariti ne show.

"Altogether, the confirnmed participation for both shows has exceeded t he
total participation of 642 conpanies in the previous exhibition, Lima
'95," he said.

Syed Hanid said the focus of the aerospace exhibition this year is on
hi gh technol ogy such as the total defence system conputerised
surveill ance systemand control comrand system

He said Lima is not only an exhibition venue but also a platformfor
busi ness transaction. It is an attractive market for exhibitors to sel
their products such as executive jets. "Exhibitors see Linma as having a
great sales potential. The previous Lima '95 saw sal es transaction worth
nore than RMW700 million," he said.

This time around, the aerospace and the maritinme exhibitions are
organi sed by separate organi sers.

The aerospace exhi bition, organised by Le Proton Linma Sdn Bhd, will be
hel d at the Mahsuri International Exhibition Centre. The maritime
exhi bition, organi sed by Huswah Exhi bition Shn Bhd, will be held at
Tanj ung Mal ai

Syed Hanmd said Dr Mahathir will |aunch both exhibitions at Mahsuri
Hal I .

"Tanjung Mal ai has a good berthing facility. The jetty and accommpdati on
i ncluding the hotels, apartnents and |uxury cruisers are ready," he said.

The exhibition area at Mahsuri Hall has al so been widened to a total
22,000 sgq. m which nakes it one of the largest exhibition centres in the
Sout h- East Asia. He said 80 per cent of the exhibition space has been
taken up.

He said the Langkawi Devel opnent Authority (Lada) has al so upgraded
infrastructure facilities, where roads have been repaired and w dened, and
the airport runway extended.

"Tenaga Nasi onal has al so guaranteed adequate supply of electricity, and
Lada pronised that the water supply problemw |l be a thing of the past,"
he sai d.

Invitations have also be sent to many nore foreign defence ninisters. Dr
Mahat hir has also invited his counterparts to the show.

He said there will be adequate roons for the visitors and partici pants.



Atotal of 6,800 roons is available, ranging fromfive-star accomobdati on
to budget ones.
In conjunction with the exhibition, two conferences will be organi sed by
Asian Strategic Leadership Institute (Asli) on aerospace and maritine.
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