01/ 12/ 1997
Lima ' 97 set to post a string of firsts

Kang Si ew Li

WHEN one flies into Langkawi, one sees it imediately: a line of stunning-
| ooking jets gleam ng at one end of the airport which gives this

pi cturesque island a prosperous feel.

Totalling nine, this aircraft belong to the British Royal Ar Force Red
Arrows Hawk Aerobatic Team and are part of the "wares” in this year's
Langkawi International Maritinme and Aerospace Exhibition (Lima '97).

I ndeed, other exhibitors at the six-day aerospace exhibition are al so
expected to display their respective aircraft, each claimng to be nore
powerful and better than the other.

They include big international aircraft makers such as British
Aer ospace, Airbus Industrie, Boeing, Bell Helicopter and Bonbardier, just
to name a few

But to be sure, the Red Arrows Hawk Aerobatic Team which is world-
renowned for its death-defying manoeuvres, is one programe which visitors
to Lima '97 will ook forward to.

Anot her interesting exhibit at the aerospace exhibition is the
Net herl ands Air Force's Crossair aircraft, which is al so known as the
"flying hospital" because of its fully-equipped nedical facilities on
board.

In an interview with Business Tines in Langkawi, Lima '97 organi ser Le
Proton Lima Sdn Bhd executive director Mohd Yusof Manan said this year's
exhibition is unique conpared to previous years as the maritine and
aerospace di splays are held at different venues in Langkaw .

The aerospace exhibition, for exanple, is being held at the Mahsuri
International Exhibition Centre which is |ocated just next to the airport.

Mohd Yusof said the six-day exhibition prom ses to bring Ml aysia
abreast with fast-nmoving changes in the aerospace worl d.

"This year, a record 620 exhibitors from40 countries are participating
in the aerospace exhibition which opens tonorrow, " he said.

More than 5,000 people conmprising trade visitors as well as the public
are expected to attend the aerospace exhibition daily.

But behind all the buzz, sonething real is brewing. It is expected that
Lima '97 will generate 16 nenorandunms of understanding (MOUs) fromthe
aer ospace busi ness al one during the six-day peri od.

"Of the total, four are confirned to be signed," he said. However, he
declined to disclose the projected worth of sales resulting fromthe MOUs.

"Looking at the present economc situation in the world, we hope to
achi eve sales equal if not nore to that of Linma '95," Mdhd Yusof added.

A stroll through the exhibition centre yesterday saw nany faithful
international aircraft nakers holding tight to bullish sal es projections
for Lima '97. Still, Asia's econom c problens could put a crinp on nmany
Mal aysi an conpani es' spendi ngs.

Nevert hel ess, the aerospace exhibition has received enornmous coverage in
the nmedia and much nore will be witten and said about it in the days to
cone.

Can Lima '97 possibly live up to the hype? Wth the nunber of exhibitors
continuing to clinb, there seens to be no reason to doubt that.

By all accounts though, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad
has noved forcefully to bring the biennial exhibition up to speed.

In fact, Langkawi has benefited fromthe support of the Governnent and
the industry since 1991, when Lima was first introduced with only 98



exhibitors from14 countries.
Today, the increased nunber of resort hotels, restaurants and
i nternational exhibition centre and an international airport provide good
exanpl es of that.
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