16/ 10/ 1997
Li ng: Sabah copter crash attributed to clogged fuel jet

Rashi d Yusof

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Investigators discovered that the Sabah Air
hel i copter crash in 1995, which killed 10 people, was caused by granul ar
material or foreign objects clogging one of its fuel jets, Transport

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said today.

This had resulted in a | oss of power and general rmal function.

The 412 Bel |l helicopter carrying seven Petronas Carigali Sdn Bhd
enpl oyees and a Filipino contract worker to the Sermarang oil platformoff
Sabah went nissing over the South China Sea on Nov 29, 1995.

Its weckage was | ater found near Pulau Tiga while only six bodies were
recovered. The pilot and co-pilot were also killed.

Dr Ling said the Cabinet at its weekly neeting today accepted this
finding by a Departnent of Aviation teamwhich was assisted by experts
fromthe National Transport Safety Board of the United States and
Britain's Aviation Accident |nvestigation Bureau.

The Cabi net al so agreed that the finding be nade public, and Dr Ling
said it would be available in about two weeks' tinme. He was speaking after
attendi ng t he Cabi net neeting.

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Syed Al bar had told Parlianment in
July last year, inreply to a question fromParti Bersatu Sabah presi dent
Dat uk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan, that there was no proof to support
clainms that the helicopter was downed by a Royal Ml aysi an Navy vessel .

On the mi sunderstandi ng i nvol ving hi mand Ml aysia Airlines enpl oyees
over some renmarks he made, Dr Ling said the matter was now i n the hands of
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad and that he was happy with
the sentinents expressed by his Cabinet coll eagues.

He added that a Transport Mnistry study found that special |anes for
hi gh occupancy vehi cl es shoul d not be introduced in the Federal capital
now when the integrated public transport systemhas not been fully
conpl et ed.

He said that the special |anes mght be nore feasible when the Light
Rail Transit, KTM Koruter and nonorail were in place and the nunber of
vehicles in Kuala Lunpur had been brought down to a nanageable | evel. The
| anes were suggested to ease traffic congestion by getting nore people to
car - pool
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