26/ 08/ 1997

Ling sees likely rail route to Kunning

TRANSPORT M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik has identified "one very
likely route"” as the nost feasible and the fastest route to realise the
Trans- Asi a Railway project |inking Singapore to Kunm ng in southern China.

The route - between Si ngapore-Kual a Lunpur - Bangkok- Poi pet - Si sophon and
Phnom Penh and across the border into Lok Ninh in Canbodia, Ho Chi M nh
City to Hanoi and Kunming - is a strong possibility because it has only
two gaps and a flat terrain.

The two gaps along the route are a 48km gap between Poi pet and Si sophon
and a 450km gap between Phnom Penh, Lok Ninh and Ho Chi Mnh City.

The terrain is very even, wthout any hills, nountains or other physica
barriers, "so there is no need for lots of bridges or tunnels to be built.
The corridors have already been identified, and the ballast is already in
pl ace except that the rails were taken out due to the war," he told
reporters after opening the Asean Federation of Forwarders Association
(AFFA) workshop in Petaling Jaya yesterday.

Dr Ling said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad was i nforned
| ast week on the three possible routes for the 5,513km project.

The project was first nooted by Dr Mahathir at the fifth Asean Sunmit in
Bangkok | ast Decenber.

He said the second possible route is Singapore-Kual a Lunpur - Bangkok-

Vi enti ene- Kunming, but it has about 500kmof hilly terrain and woul d be
very costly to devel op

The third possibility is from Si ngapore-Kuala Lunpur and Thail and and
across the three pagoda passe, which is part of the old railway built over
the River Kwai and is located on the borders of Thailand and Myanmar, then
on to Yangon, Mandal ay and then Kunmi ng

"W will consult the three consultants who are currently conducti ng
their studies as to which route is the nost feasible. Personally, | think
t he Canbodi a- Vi etnamroute m ght be the fastest possible one to see the
Trans Asia project becone a reality.

"The whol e nmasterplan is to have a network of railways in the region
that will benefit the Asean countries, but that will take tine because of
t he topographi cal studies that have to be conducted on the terrain first
and finding financiers who are interested in comng forward to invest in
this inportant piece of infrastructure,” he said.

This will add trenendous inpetus and economic spinoffs for the countries
because it would facilitate trade between nati ons, he added.
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