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Link to boost KL-Jakarta ties

Yusof Hashi m

AT the recent neeting of the Goup of Eight Islam c countries in Istanbul

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad was reported to have

di scussed with President Suharto of Indonesia a project to build a bridge
across the Straits of Mal acca between Mal aysia and Sumatra. The points to
be connected wi Il probably be sonmewhere in Mal acca and the island adj acent
to Dunai.

| was excited about the report. Fifteen years ago, | was appointed
Consul General in Medan, Sumatra. During ny three-year stay, | visited six
of the eight provinces of Sumatra, including Dumai in the province of
Ri au. The link between the two countries would naturally propel the
devel opnent of the adjacent | ands connecting the two points. Years ago,
had al ready noticed the hive of comercial activities around Dunai

Riau is an interesting province where the |ast Ml acca Sultan was
buried. There is petroleumin the province and only Ml aysia has a
consul ate there. When | was in the province, | visited the oil field and
an abandoned pal ace on an island on the river Siak. This palace, a m ni
Versailles, had been abandoned and contai ned period furniture of 19th
century Europe. It's anmazing howitens were brought to the East in those
days. There were pictures of the nenbers of the royal fam |y and the Dutch
colonialists intheir full evening outfits.

Wth the |ink, Ml aysians and I ndonesians will be able to travel easily
to each other's country. Malaysians will be able to visit interesting
cities such as Banda Acheh, Medan, Bukit Tinggi, Padang and Pal enbang.
These cities have historical connections with Malaysia. The two countries
woul d naturally foster closer economic links either in the agriculture or
manuf acturing industry. Just outside Medan is the site of Inalum one of
Asia's largest alumniumplants. Malaysia will be famliar w th pal moi
which is grown in abundance in Sumatra especially around Medan.

I remenber Medan well. It was while | was there that Medan becane the
twin city of Penang. Leading personalities fromboth the public and
private sector used to visit each others' capitals regularly. As Consu

Genera,| | used to host |arge del egati ons from Penang when they arrived to
participate at the annual Medan Fair. Penang used to have a pavilion
there, the only outsider to have one. | found it challenging to be

i nvol ved with Penang's participation, including giving ideas in the design
of exhibition hall and stage for the performance by the visiting Penang
cultural troups.

The work of the Consul General was al ways busy. There was at | east one
del egation a week from Mal aysi a. Those who cane included school teachers
and children, police and nmilitary, cultural troupes, filmartistes,
worren' s associ ati ons, youth groups and sporting bodi es. On occasions,
was the first to toss the basketball, be in the boxing ring to start off a
mat ch and partici pated at badmi nton, tennis and golf conpositions w th our
del egati on.

Medan is in the province of Sumatra Utara (SUMJT). | travelled
extensively to the north to see the Asean fertiliser plant at Loksenawe
and | also visited the area which was reported to be the site of Sanudra
Pasai, the location of the early islam c kingdomin South East Asia. At P.
Ram ee' s picturesque ancestral village, Acheh, | was warmy wel coned. P.
Ram ee was popul ar in Indonesia as well as in his home country.

Mal aysians will find Sumatra an exciting place where traditional nusic,



the drums and the Serunai are well preserved

There are a nunber of interesting tourist places for Mal aysians to visit
such as Danau Toba, an island which is bigger than Singapore, and the
vol cani ¢ wonders of Sunatra.

The bridge will boost many trading and cultural |inks between |Indonesia
and Malaysia. | recall a visit to Batamisland just south of Singapore
when it was just beginning to take off. The growth triangle with
Si ngapore, Johor and Riau will be further strengthened. In the not-too-
distant future, continental Asean will be closely linked to the islands of
Asean.

* Datuk Yusof Hashimis the former Ml aysi an anbassador to Morocco,

Paki stan and Vi etnam He has al so served in several countries in Asia,
Eur ope and North Ameri ca.
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