06/ 07/ 1997

Li ng: New airport should not affect Penang's future

LANGKAW , Sat. - The CGovernnent does not want to see the boom ng
i ndustrial growth in Penang affected by the construction of a new northern
region international airport in Kuala Mida, Kedah

Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said today although it
had been agreed in principle that an international airport be built on
reclained island off Kual a Muda, the Governnment woul d | ook into various
ot her aspects, especially cargo handling, to ensure there would be no
obstacl e to Penang's industrial grow h.

Dr Ling said he would be briefed on the devel opnent of the airport by
Kual a Lunpur based Sanudera Baru Darul Aman Sdn Bhd on Tuesday.

"I will also be briefed by Mal aysia Airport Berhad on what is happening
in Penang, particularly on future cargo handling needs by factories
operating in the State," he said.

Speaking to reporters after the handing over of the 1.9 kilonetre
ext ended runaway of the Langkawi |International Airport by Ekran Berhad
chairman Tan Sri Ting Pek Khiing, Dr Ling said cargo handling capacity was
an i nportant aspect to be considered seriously as the Governnment does not
want the expansion plans of factories in the State to be affected by the
devel oprnent of the new airport.

"W do not want the expansion plans of these factories to be affected
because of lack of cargo handling facilities (at the proposed airport)
because cargo facilities would have to grow with the intended i ndustria
capacity growt h.

"W do not want anything to be an obstacle to Penang's industri al
grow h," he added.

Dr Ling said there has not been any official objection fromthe State
Governnent on the construction of the northern region international
airport in Kuala Mida so far

"Al though we knew that in principle a decision had been made that the
northern region international airport should be | ocated in Kual a Miuda,
have not heard of any objection.

"Wthin the Bari san Nasional, we can cater to the needs of everybody ..
it is just a matter of adjustment,"” he added.

Asked on compl aints by certain NGOs that the Government should |ocate a
new i nternational airport in the East Coast to bal ance the devel opnent
growt h between the East and West Coasts, Dr Ling said the Governnent woul d
build the airport when the needs ari ses.

The Federal Governnent approved the construction of the airport, the
second international airport in Kedah after Langkawi on the reclained | and
of f Kual a Muda, about 140kmfrom Al or Star on June 7. Kedah has a donestic
airport - the Sultan Abdul Halim A rpot at Kepala Batas, near Alor Star

The recl amati on project involving 6,300ha was proposed by Sanudera Baru
and approved by the State Governnent in May.

I n announci ng the approval by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, Menteri Besar Tan Seri Sanusi Junid said the Prinme Mnister
want ed the airport project to be expedited.

On the Langkawi airport runaway extension project which cost RvVB15
mllion, Dr Ling said the extended runaway woul d enabl e Boei ng 747
aircraft to take off with a full [ oad.

This woul d make Langkawi Airport the second to have the facility after
the Sultan Abdul Aziz Airport in Subang.



Boeing 747 aircraft currently land at the airports in Penang, Johor
Baru, Kota Kinablu and Kuchi ng but could not take off full |oad because
the runways at these airports was not |ong enough.

In his speech, Dr Ling said the Langkawi |nternational Airport was only
a short take-off and | anding airport before it was upgraded to cater for
the Airbus in 1987.

Over the years, the traffic volune at the airport increased
significantly, mainly due to the staging of various international events
i ke the Langkawi International Maritinme and Aerospace Exhibition (LI MY,
Langkawi | nternational Dial ogue, Langkawi International Mtor Show and the
Al rportex 1996.

"For this year, Langkawi will host a shooting competition anong
Conmonweal th countries, Asia Archery champi onship and al so the
International Asean Cart Prix Ill," he added.

The runway extension project was started in Jan 1995 and conpleted this
year. A Boeing 747-400 aircraft with Ling and senior officials from
rel evant authorities |anded at the Langkawi Airport for the first tine to
mark the conpl etion of the extension project.
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