19/ 01/ 1997

Lim | AP a great group

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Opposition leader LimKit Siang today described the
establ i shment of the International Advisory Panel on the Miltinedia Super
Corridor as a great coup for Ml aysi a.

He wel coned the establishnment of the I AP, conprising top nanes in the
worl d information technol ogy industry, which held its first nmeeting
yesterday under the chairmanship of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at Stanford University.

The DAP secretary-general said the prinmary responsibility of the | AP was
to provide advice and counsel to Dr Mahathir and the Government on
strategic issues related to the MSC such as infrastructure and the
envi ronment, policies and cyberlaws, marketing and incentives, and the
devel opnent of donestic industries.

"The views and concerns expressed by the panelists should be given
serious attention such as the shortage of skilled workers, how to market
products fromthe MSC t o nei ghbouring countries and how t he proposed
cyberl aws can be taken outside the MSC.

"Equal |y pertinent is advice about the difference between the Silicon
Val l ey and the MSC, as the forner is "totally uncontrolled .

"For Malaysia to attract the entertainnent industry to the MSC, the
creative people nmust be given a |ot of freedom"

Limsaid while the MBC was being pronoted internationally as a I T "hub"
of the 21st century, no tine should be lost to launch a nation-w de
canmpaign to pronote a Malaysian citizenry whose IT |iteracy and conpetency
was conparable to the best in the world.

He said in keeping with the aimto make Mal aysia a regional |IT hub, the
courts should aimto becone one of the world' s premier judicial systenms on
on-1ine usage.

"The question is whether the Malaysian judicial systemis ready to
becone a pioneer in I T usage to be recognised internationally as a | eader
in electronic innovations.

"The Chief Judge of Ml aya Tan Sri Anuar Zai nal Abidin | aunched the
Mal aysi an Bar Website during the | aunching of the Ml aysian Bar's 50th
anni versary cel ebrati ons two weeks ago.

"But the Website will not be functional until later in the year and the
Mal aysi an courts thensel ves have no websites.

"W nust recognise that the courts in other countries are nuch nore
advanced in el ectroni c usage."

(END)
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