27 AUG 1997

LI'"S VISIT Al MED AT BUI LDI NG 21ST CENTURY- ORI ENTED TI ES, SAYS Xl NHUA

SI NGAPORE, Aug 27 (Bername- Xi nhua) -- Chinese premier Li Peng's visit
to Malaysia and Singapore from August 21 to 26 has laid a solid foundation
for building a 21st century-oriented relationship of good nei ghborliness
and mutual trust with the countries in Southeast Asia

China's ties with the two countries date back to ancient tinmes. Recent
years witnessed a strong surge in their political, economc, trade,
educational and technol ogi cal cooperation. In particular, frequent visits
by their leaders greatly boosted their nutual trust and bilatera
cooperation.

Li's talks with [eaders of the two countries covered both bil ateral
ties and regional and international issues, but the focus was on how to
build a relationship of good neighborliness and friendly cooperation for
the next century.

In Malaysia, both Li and his Ml aysian counterpart, Mhathir Mhanad,
held that despite major changes in the world since the establishnent of
diplomatic ties, the two countries have been able to treat their bilatera
relations in the long-term and strategic perspectives. The deepeni ng nutual
trust between their |eaders further injected a new life into bilateral
cooperati on which has been gaining nonentum over the years

Chi na and Ml aysia have been working closely together on many issues in
i nternational arena. Mahathir has on many occasions refuted the 'China
threat' theory and voiced his support for China's stand on the issue of
human rights. H's advocacy for a re-examnation of the 50-year-old
Uni versal Declaration of Human Rights also won China' s appreciation and
support.

The two premers also noted that the tinme when a few powers dom nated
the world was | ong gone and the current trend toward a nulti-polar world is
conduci ve to peace and stability both in Asia and the rest of the world. As
a result, all countries and forces in the world should strengthen
consultation and coordination in the fight against hegenonism

I n Singapore, whose economic and trade ties with China have grown in
strength, Li's talks with Prine Mnister Goh Chok Tong centered on how to
expand the scope of bilateral cooperation by tapping each other's
potenti al .

Li told his host that China's |ong-term devel opnent strategy has
created broad prospects for Singaporean businessnmen to play a nore active
role in its econonic construction

As his visit coincided with the 30th anniversary of the founding of the
Associ ati on of Southeast Asian Nations, Prenmier Li also took this
opportunity to reaffirm China's policy on devel opi ng good nei ghborly and
friendly ties with the regional grouping.

He unveiled a 'five-point' principle governing China's future rel ations
with Asean, which includes mutual respect, closer dialogue and
consul tation, nutual benefit and joint devel opnent, and seeking common
ground while reserving differences.

On the issue of South China Sea which was |eft over by history, Li
reiterated China's principle of putting the dispute aside to give way to
joint exploration. He said that the issue should be properly solved by
peaceful means and through friendly consultation in accordance with
rel evant international |aws and marine | aws.

Prem er Li also nmade a nmjor statement on econonmic and trade rel ations



with Asean. By taking advantage of their supremacy, he said, China and the
Asean countries can cooperate nore effectively in the future, especially in
the financial field.

Al'l these statenents denobnstrate that China highly values the positive
role played by Asean in the Asia-Pacific region and hopes to further
develop ties with the regional grouping. -- Bernama- Xi nhua



	LI'S VISIT AIMED AT BUILDING 21ST CENTURY-ORIENTED TIES, SAYS XINHUA (Bernama 27/08/1997)

