04/ 05/ 1997

Li st of Naltrexone suppliers being finalised

PETALI NG JAYA, Sat. - The Home Mnistry is finalising the list of
potential suppliers of the drug Nal trexone for treating dadah addicts,
Deputy Home M nister Datuk Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayob said today.

Megat Junid, who is also president of the National Association for
Preventi on of Dadah (Penmadan), was speaking to reporters after officiating
at the Permadam dadah exhibition and rally at the MPPJ civic hall tonight.

The exhibition and rally, jointly organi sed by Pemadam and Art, Faiz and
Associ ation, ained to create awareness anong the public on the dangers of
dadah addiction and to overcome the current social problens anong yout hs.

Megat said the mnistry hoped to conplete the study soon and to obtain
the results by next nonth. He, however declined to el aborate.

The use of Naltrexone, a drug to suppress heroin and norphi ne addicti on,
was approved by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in March and
an allocation of RMB million will be used in a pilot project to treat the
addi ct s.

At the function which was nostly attended by nmenbers of Penmadam and
Amnay deal ers, he al so said that parents were responsi ble for nonitoring
their children's novenents to prevent themfromgetting involved in
unheal thy activities.

"Parents nust be concerned about the quality of fanmly |life and nust
constantly take steps to inpart in their children the basic noral val ues
needed to build the foundation for a strong, stable, cohesive and ethical -
consci ous society,"” he said.

Al so present at the exhibition was Megat's wife, Datin Seri Faezah Dat uk
Shuai b, who is the deputy chai rwoman of the Wonen and Family of Dadah
Addi cts Centre (Penawar) and the Ex-Dadah Addi cts' Association (Pengasi h)
presi dent, Yunus Phali Mbhanad.

(END)
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