07/ 08/ 1997
Litterbugs to do conmunity service

Cheah Chor Soo

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Cabi net today asked the Housi ng and Loca
Governnent Mnistry to direct all local authorities to nmake litterbugs
performconmunity service as a puni shnent for their offence.

The Cabi net agreed with the Mnistry's proposal that a | egislation on
the matter be drawn up with i mmedi ate effect, Mnister Datuk Dr Ting Chew
Peh sai d today.

The draft proposal will be incorporated under the Solid Waste Managenent
Bill which will be tabled in the Parliament soon

"As to when the Bill will be passed depends on the negotiati ons between
the Economi ¢ Planning Unit of the Prime Mnister's Departnment and
consortiuns who are successful bidders of the waste nanagement
privatisation project.”

Last Monday, Ting had said that litterbugs caught throw ng rubbish in
public areas would be instructed to performcomunity service while
wearing T-shirts bearing the words, "I ama litterbug".

They will have to sweep public places and pick up rubbish

The nmandatory penalty was seen as the last resort to educate litterbugs,
especially after Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad expressed
di sgust over the bad habits of |itterbugs.

At a Press conference before chairing his Mnistry's post - Cabi net
meeting at his office, Ting also urged | ocal authorities to inmpose maxi mum
fines on litterbugs.

Currently, the amounts differ fromone |ocal authority to another, but
it is believed to be between RVb00- RML, 000.

"They can continue to use their discretion in inposing the fine, but we
woul d encourage themto i npose nmaximumfine as a deterrent.”

"Stiffer penalties alone are not a solution as people will continue to
dunmp rubbi sh whenever enforcenent is |acking

"The peopl e have sinply refused to change their attitude or mndsets,"
he sai d.

Ting said his Mnistry had also directed |ocal authorities to place nore
rubbi sh bins at strategic | ocations.

"This is to justify clainms by litterbugs that their actions were
pronpted by | ack of garbage bins.

"We have al so instructed | ocal authorities to termnate the services of
garbage contractors who have failed to carry out their duties.”

On the anti-dengue campaign, Ting said the canpai gn had shown positive
result with all the State Governnents, except Sabah, setting up their own
State-level action conmmittees.

Bet ween July 28 and | ast Saturday, 120,993 sites had been inspected,

i ncludi ng 115, 864 resi dential houses and 785 construction sites.

O this, 2,968 sites were found to be the breedi ng ground of the aedes
| arvaes. Atotal of 1,512 conpounds have al so been i ssued with RW3,775 in
fine coll ected.
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