05/ 02/ 1997
14 Al -Arqgamfol |l owers end Kamunting detention

Kamar ul Yunus
FOURTEEN fol | owers of the banned Al -Argamgroup will end their detention
at the Kamunting detention centre today.

Announci ng this, Deputy Hone M nister Datuk Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayob
sai d except for a governnent senior officer, the renmining 13 detai nees
will be released with condition

"Ahmad Sal i m Omar, a deputy director attached with the Land and
Cooperative Mnistry will be granted unconditional rel ease, while the
ot her 13 detainees will be placed under restricted residence," he told
reporters after attending the Mnistry's breaking of fast in Kuala Lunpur
yest er day.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is the Hone M nister,
attended the breaking of fast.

Megat Junid said the decision to rel ease the 14 Al - Argam nenbers was
made after discussions with the relevant authorities and the natter
referred to the Prinme Mnister

The 14 former Al -Argam nmenbers had been detai ned at Kanunting for six
mont hs. They were detained after four nenbers of the group, who were
earlier detained and rel eased under restriction order, tried to revive the
novenent .

The Al - Argam was banned on August 25 1994 for deviating fromthe Islamc
principles practised in the country.

Ten | eaders of the group, including Asaari, were rel eased fromdetention
on restriction order under the Internal Security Act 1960. The restriction
order inposed on themremains.
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