29/ 09/ 1997
Local IT firms award scholarship to S. Korean

Fauzi ah Ismail in New York

NEW YORK, Sun: Two Mal aysi an i nformation technol ogy conpani es have awar ded
a schol arship to a non-Ml aysi an PhD student fromthe State University of
New York (SUNY) for her research on flexible sem conductors.

I RI'S Technol ogi es and TL Technol ogy Research chi ef executive officer
Chas Yap presented the scholarship to South Korean physics student Na
Myung Hee at the Ml aysi an Consul ate here over the weekend.

Na began her research in flexible sem conductors two years ago and is
expected to conplete work in another two years.

The di scovery of flexible senm conductors could revol utionise the
manuf act ure and applications of products which use seniconductors, since
they allow themto bend Iike rubber w thout [osing any of their
properties.

These sem conductors could help expedite the transition fromelectronic
to optical conputers by allowing us to exploit optics in sem conductors
much nmore efficiently than before.

Yap, speaking at the presentation cerenpny, said the two conpanies are
comm tted towards searching and identifying technol ogi es which are
appl i cabl e to benefit mankind.

"What we had done was to identify the technology ... flexible
sem conductors may be new to many of us now but we nmay be using it in our
daily lives in the future ... help develop the technology and put it to
commer ci al use

"It is part of our contribution ... the technical aspect towards hel ping
t he Government achi eve the status of industrialised nation under 2020
Vision," he said.

It is understood that the conpanies are negotiating with the university
for the rights to manufacture the flexi ble sem conduct or

I RIS Technol ogi es and TL Technol ogy Research were introduced to SUNY by
the Graham & Janes LLB law firm

The conpani es have also initiated cooperation with New Jersey-based
Physi onics for the prototype of passenger and baggage identification
sof tware whi ch has been i npl enented at the Langkawi International Airport.

Mal aysi an consul - general Saw Chi ng Hong descri bed the private sector
initiative as "enhancing further the US-Ml aysia scientific cooperation”

"I't will help bring the nmultimedia industry in Mal aysia to a higher
| evel of perfornmance.

"The scholarship is tinely ... conplenentary and in line with Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad's vision for the 21st century and
the Multimedi a Super Corridor (MSC)."

Saw al so hopes that the scholarship is a start of nany nore to comne
especially for Ml aysian students in the US, to spur theminto doing
research which will benefit the country.

He al so advi sed Mal aysi an students who attended the cerenobny to study
hard. "Like Dr Mahathir said, the MSCis only an idea, a blueprint that he
hel p | ay down.

"\Whet her we succeed or not will depend on you, the young people. Go homne
after you graduate and help the country achieve this vision."
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