27/ 04/ 1997

Local sports car | aunched

SHAH ALAM Sat. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s dreamto
build a sports car was realised today as the Ml aysi an-nmade TVR Chi maer a
was unveiled at the Shah AlamRacing Circuit.

Undert aken by the TVR Sports (M Sdn Bhd, the sports car conmes in four-
and five-litre engines.

Prior to the |l aunch of the car by Dr Mahathir, TVR Sports chairman Dat uk
Razal i Abdul Rahman said the idea of the car was nooted by Dr Mahathir
during a di scussion sone years ago.

Wth the autonotive industry in the country well established, he said
the time was right for the conpany - exclusively appointed by TVR
Engi neering Ltd UK - to becone the overseas manufacturer and distributor
of the TVR Chinmaera and market it in the Asia-Pacific region.

Al so present were chief executive officer of the conpany Peter Tan,
directors Datuk Yong Poh Kon and Ti Teow Yong, and TVR representative John
Kent .

Referring to the handcrafted TVR Chinaera, he said it was not about
i mporting nmassi ve equi pnent, conpl etely knock-down units, assenble and
then call the result Ml aysi an- nmade.

"This is about a car nade by Ml aysi an hands," he said. "To do this, one
must have intimate know edge of the process, its engineering and the finer
det ail s.

"The transfer of technol ogy has to be conplete, high standards of
wor kmanship vital . "

Razali said right fromthe start, TVRM manufactured 50 per cent of the
car in-house, including the chassis, the body, seats and interior trins.

The conpany, he said, was enbarki ng on a vendor devel opnent progranme,
starting with 10 sel ected parts and conponents manufacturers who will be
nurtured as future suppliers.

Once the programme matures, TVR will export conponents to its UK
partner.

"W intend to achi eve over 70 per cent |ocally manufactured conponent
parts by 1999," he said.

On the nanme Chinmera, Razali said it alluded to the fire-breathing beast
in Geek nythol ogy capabl e of nysterious powers.

Wth 340-horsepower in an all-alloy V8 engine, the car can make a O-
100kph dash in under five seconds. The body is nade from conposite
materials, reducing its overall weight while maintaining strength.

The franme was devel oped from extensi ve experience with Tuscan racing
cars and tested under severe conditions.

"This is a world-class sports car that we can be proud of," Razali said.

"Surely, Ml aysia has noved another notch up the technol ogy | adder to
be able to produce such a car."
( END)
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