30/ 05/ 1997
Local volunteers corps to be |l aunched July 22

Fadzi| Gnazali

THE Yayasan Sal am Mal aysia, to be launched on July 22, will help the
country to harness the spirit of volunteerism particularly anong the
younger generati on.

Acting Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi msaid the foundation,
whi ch has been |likened to the US Peace Corps, will be chaired by the
United Nations General Assenbly president Tan Sri Razali |smail

"It will also be managed by a board of directors and supported by a
special task force to streanline voluntary work in the country," he said
when briefing non-governnmental organisations at the Prine Mnister's
Departrment in Kuala Lunpur on the progranme's | aunching.

Presi dent of Yayasan Amal Usi amas Dat uk Abdul | ah Mali m Bagi nda, former
Deputy AGP Tan Sri Sansuri Arshad, forner wonen activist Mrina Yusof and
Mermber of Parlianent for Santubong Rohani Karimare anong those who have
been proposed to sit on the board.

The task force, whose nenbers will be those in the younger generation
category, is expected to be led by the Centre of Peace Initiative chairmn
Anuar Tabhir.

Anwar said the growing inportance of instilling the spirit of
vol unt eeri sm anong youth has sonmewhat pronpted the Government to set up
t he Yayasan Sal am

"We nust instill the spirit of volunteerismanong our youth.

"I't has been the main reason behind the setting up of the Yayasan, which
will also elimnate overlapping activities of the nmany voluntary bodies in
the country,"” he added.

Anwar said he wants the Yayasan Salamto pronote efforts to extend
voluntary services to renbte areas in the country, as well as in the
devel opi ng countries such as Canbodi a, the Philippines and African
nati ons.

The Yayasan Salamwas initially scheduled to be | aunched next nonth.

It was, however, noved to a |later date so that better preparations can
be nade.

"We hope the extra one-and-a-half nonth will assist in making the
Yayasan a nore organi sed foundation, and a nore effective entity.

"We want to streaniine the activities of existing voluntary bodi es so
that there is no overl apping,” he added.

Anwar al so said that the Government feels that there is a need to
establ i sh Yayasan Sal am because Mal aysi a now has the capability to assi st
ot her devel opi ng countri es.

"I'f the Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad has succeeded in
pl aci ng Mal aysia on the international scene, the Yayasan will help
Mal aysi ans contribute their voluntary services to the world," he added.

Yayasan Sal amis designed along the |lines of the US Peace Corps
established in 1961 to help countries in their devel opnent, by providing
skilled workers in the fields of education, agriculture, health, trade,

t echnol ogy and conmunity devel opnent .
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