29/ 01/ 1997

Logs issue: Anwar tells all to stop accusations

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mtoday
told all parties involved in the investigations into | og smuggling
activities in Sabah to stop nmaki ng accusati ons and of fendi ng statenents.

He said it was not right for Barisan Nasional |eaders at Sabah and
Federal |evel to conduct thenselves in this manner while investigations
were being carried out.

He has directed the Anti-Corruption Agency to assist in the
i nvestigations which are being co-ordinated by a Federal -1 evel comittee
headed by the Finance Mnistry's deputy secretary-general Datuk Shahbuddin
| mam Mohaned.

He said the | eaders should allow the investigations to continue w thout
any hi ndrance or comments which coul d cause tension and probl ens.

Anwar said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad, at a neeting
this norning, had asked himto clear the air

"We should wait for the investigations to be conpleted by the comittee
entrusted with the responsibility.

"There shoul d not be any premature statements which will hurt others.

"Thus, it is not appropriate for Sabah | eaders to hurl accusations. The
same goes for Federal |eaders,” he told reporters after chairing the Loca
Authorities' National Council neeting at the Finance Mnistry.

The directive cane in the wake of the exchange of words between Deputy
Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Abdul Ghapur Salleh and Primary Industries
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k over the |log smuggling activities.

Abdul Ghapur, who heads the State investigating committee, clainmed that
t he Mal aysi an Ti nber | ndustry Board, an agency under the Prinmary
I ndustries Mnistry, was aware of logs fromlndonesi a being snuggled into
Sabah and the illegal felling of logs in the State for export.

Dr Limsaid his Mnistry had never issued any pernit for |og exports but
had gi ven tenporary approvals to four conpanies to do so between Cctober
and Decenber | ast year and call ed on Ghapur to stop nmaking "irresponsible
statenents"”.

Abdul Ghapur retaliated yesterday by saying that Dr Limwas tw sting the
facts to cover up m stakes conmtted by his Mnistry and its agenci es.

The investigati ons were ordered by Anwar on Jan 20 follow ng the
detention of the Port Kl ang regi stered vessel M/ Able Hel nsen at Tawau by
the Sabah Forestry Department on suspicion of attenpting to export |ogs
wi t hout approval .

On the committee headed by Shahbudin, Anwar said it would take into
consi deration the reports provided by the Sabah State Government, the
Forestry Departnent, the Custons and Exci se Departnment and the MII B

Anwar, who was given a copy of the Sabah State Governnent report by
Chief M nister Datuk Yong Teck Lee after the neeting, said the report from
the rel evant authorities had to be considered before coning to any
concl usi on.

Anwar said al though there was no deadline for the investigation to be
conpl eted, the Governnment wanted it done urgently.

Earlier, Yong, acconpani ed by Ghapur, submitted the findings of a
special State cormittee to Dr Mahathir at the Prine Mnister's Departnent
t hi s nmorni ng.

The ot her nenbers of the conmittee included Sabah Agriculture and
Fi sheries M nister Datuk Pandi kar Amin Mulia, Sabah Police Comm ssi oner



Dat uk Mai zan Shaari, Sabah Attorney-General Datuk Stephen Foo, and
representatives of the MI B, the Forestry Departnment and the Custons
Depart nent.

Ber nama quoted Yong as saying that he did not rule out the possibility
that "of fences" were conmtted.

Yong sai d he had asked investigators in the case to take into account
the possibility of "dereliction of duty and crimnality".

In a statenent issued today, the MM B denied that it had issued a
licence to export | ogs inmported into Sabah.

Its director-general Jahaya Mat said the Sabah Forestry Board only
approved the export of logs fromfarnmed forests.

"Log exports fromnatural forests in the State were stopped in 1993.

"However, exports were re-allowed fromNov 1 |ast year when the State
Gover nnent approved the export of two mllion cubic netres of logs from
the State.

"The shi pnent dated Jan 13 this year had been sold to the Ml aysian
Ti mber Council in Peninsula Mlaysia," Jahaya said, adding that the
shi pmrent was undertaken by Syari kat Sabah Forest |ndustries.

On allegations that there was evidence of export docunents being issued
by t he board, Jahaya sai d:

"A thorough check has reveal ed that this document is not an export
docunent .

"The docunent referred to was in fact related to the inmport of logs into
Sabah on Aug 9 | ast year."

( END)
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