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Lojing continues to lose its forests (HL)

M Jeffri Razali

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Three years after the Federal Governnent raised
concern over the severe environnental degradation in the Lojing H ghlands
in Kelantan, |ogging and | and clearing activities appear to have conti nued
unabat ed.

Balding hills, eroded hillsides, and silted rivers, are a comon si ght
in the once pristine highland forest.

It was evident that scant attention was given to m ninise environmental
destruction despite the Cabinet twice calling on the State Governnent to
act decisively to overcone the probl em

The | atest concern was expressed by Science, Technol ogy and Environnent
M ni ster Datuk Law H eng Ding early | ast nonth.

He had said that the Cabinet had ordered the Departnent of Environnent
to brief Kelantan State Executive Councillors on the extent of
envi ronment al damage in the highlands.

Menteri Besar N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat, responding to the Cabi net concern,
said the State Governnent had never issued pernmits for |logging activities
i n the hi ghl ands.

However, the New Straits Tines team with the aid of Orang Asli guides,
found tinber lorries, overloaded with logs, trundling the dirt tracks in
t he hi ghl ands.

The drivers paid no attention to the presence of the Press, suggesting
they were oblivious to the uproar over the environnental damage in the
hi ghl ands.

There were also fresh logs being left at several pick-up points,

i ndicating that logging activities were ranpant. There were no si gnboards
to indicate the conpanies or individuals that had been given the
concessions | egal ly.

Bah Li mau, 48, an elder of the Tem ar tribe, who was born and brought up
in the highlands, said the | ogging activities were ranpant during the late
1980s, and slowed down in the |last two years.

A Kel antan Forestry Departnment spokesman in Kota Baru declined conment
when told of the NST's observati ons.

Wil e the Kel antan Governnent recently announced the setting up of a
task force to regul ate devel opnent in the highlands, little or virtually
nothing is being done to rehabilitate the scarred | and.

Hlls stripped of their trees were left bare and exposed to rain
culmnating in soil erosion. In a chain reaction, the rivers are cl ogged
with soil, affecting their flow and eroding the banks.

Soil erosion is not confined to the highlands. Over the next severa
days, the NST teamfound that it also affects areas in Cameron Hi ghl ands
and t he Pahang bor der.

Landslides were also evident as the flow of the water fromthe hill top
i s not cushioned by undergrowth. Sone Orang Asli settlenents have been cut
of f fromoutside contact for days follow ng | andsli ps.

In sone places, |andslides bulldoze away tonnes of earth and their
veget ati on cover, exposing the deep veins of the hills and | eaving
per manent ugly scars on the | andscape.

Even projects which were apparently approved by the Kel antan Gover nnent
for State controll ed-agencies |ike the Kel antan Economi ¢ Devel opnent
Cor poration do not appear to pay nuch attention to soil conservation
neasur es.



Wil e contractors were appointed to clear the hills of the trees, no
effort seens to have been taken to ensure there i s vegetation cover to
prevent soil erosion.

Al though Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohanmad had hi ghlighted
the environnental degradation in the highlands three years ago with the
Cabi net expressing concern in May | ast year and | ast nonth, no enforcenent
appears to have been carried out.

The DCE says as many as 55 devel opnent and | oggi ng projects, covering a
total area of 135,000 hectares, are being carried out there.

A primary school teacher at Pos Brooke, about five kilonetres fromthe
Kel ant an- Pahang border, when told of the devel opment bei ng approved for
the area, urged the State authorities to safeguard the environnent.

"If the land clearing and logging are illegal, then, the State
Gover nnment shoul d take action. And if they are legal, their activities
nmust be nonitored.

"It took nature mllions of years to create a place as beautiful and
perfect as Lojing Hi ghlands. Don't let the illegal |oggers and farners
destroy it in a couple of years," said the teacher, who wanted to renmmin
anonynous.
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