04/ 09/ 1997
Lojing report "“baseless', says Halim

Mani sah | smai |

KOTA BARU, Wed. - The State Government today described as basel ess reports
on the severe environnmental degradation in the Lojing Hi ghlands due to

i ndi scrimnate clearing and excessi ve | oggi ng.

Kel antan Deputy Menteri Besar Abdul Halim Abdul Rahman said the reports,
whi ch appeared in the New Straits Times on Tuesday, were not true.

"The picture which appeared on the front page of the newspaper was not
taken at the Lojing Hi ghlands, but at a pick-up point about 60km from
Lojing," he added.

However, he declined further coment saying that he would clarify the
matter after receiving reports fromthe rel evant departnents.

"W have received the report fromthe Forestry Departnent and are
wai ting for the Departnent of Environment and the State Land and M nes
Departnment to submit theirs.

"I will be able to provide details on the real situation in Lojing after
getting the reports fromall the departnents which will be in about a day
or two," he told reporters at Kota Darul nai m

He had earlier attended the cerenpbny to present the appointnent l|etter
to Kel aboran Assenbl ynan Nordi n Yaakob as the new Kota Baru Minici pa
Counci| president by Menteri Besar Datuk Ni k Abdul Aziz N k Mat.

Asked whether the State Government had i ssued pernmits for devel opnent
projects to be carried out at the Lojing Hi ghlands, Abdul Halimsaid there
were a few pernits issued

Expressing regret over the reports, he said the State Governnent woul d
|l ook into the possibility of taking |egal action.

Yesterday, the Menteri Besar's Press secretary Wan |Ismail Wan Jusoh had
said that the State Governnent had issued permts to several conpanies to
carry out devel opnent projects in the Lojing H ghl ands.

They included a highland resort which would be carried out on a joint-
venture basis between the State Econonic Devel opment Corporation and a
privat e conpany.

Wan I smail al so said that the State Government should not be blamed if
the projects carried out caused environnental degradation.

"The State Government only gives approval to the conpanies and it is the
| atter which shoul d obtain approval for the Environnental | npact
Assessment fromthe DOE before carrying out their projects.

"If environmental pollution and degradati on were to occur, it is the
responsibility of the DOE to take the necessary action agai nst the
conpani es concerned. "

According to Nik Aziz's political secretary Husam Miusa, only three
| ogging pernits were i ssued by the State Governnent this year.

He said the permts were issued only for areas neant for devel opnent.

It is learnt that a commttee on illegal |ogging would be set up by the
State Government to nonitor forestry activities especially in the highland
ar eas.

However, a source in the State Government said a proposal for the
setting up of the comrittee had yet to be tabled at the State Exco-I|evel
for approval .

When asked, Nik Aziz said the the Lojing Hi ghlands' issue was being
hi ghlighted to divert the people's attention fromthe real problens facing
t he Federal Government.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad had hi ghlighted the



envi ronnment al degradation in the highlands three years ago with the
Cabi net calling on the Kel antan Governnent in May | ast year and agai n | ast
month to act decisively to overcone the problem

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnment M nister Datuk Law Hi eng Di ng had
said last nonth that the Cabinet had ordered the Departnent of Environnent
to brief Kelantan State Executive Councillors on the extent of
envi ronnment al damage i n the highl ands.

Ni kK Azi z, responding to the Cabinet's concern, said the State Government
had never issued permits for |logging activities in the highlands.

However, a New Straits Tinmes teamwhich visited the highlands | ast week
with the aid of Orang Asli guides, found | ogging and | and cl earing
activities being carried out.

The DCE said that as nmany as 55 devel opnent and | oggi ng projects,
covering 135, 000ha was being carried out in the area.
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