18/ 02/ 1997
Lorry operators seek review of outdated | aws

Ji my Yeow
LORRY operators want the Governnent to do away w th out moded | aws which
they say affect Malaysia's industrial conpetitive edge.

"Sonme of the Iaws on axl e | oading and bl ack snoke emi ssion are clearly
outdated,” Pan Ml aysia Lorry Owmers' Association (PMLOA) president Tiu Ah
Chai sai d.

On axle loading, Tiu said lorry operators want the maxi mum wei ght
al l oned per axle to be raised from10 to 12 tonnes.

Lorry operators, he said, are sonetines forced to overl oad as cargo
owners are reluctant to pay for nore trips in order to abide by the weight
limt.

"At 10 tonnes per axle, some lorry owners are forced to overl oad, as
sonme bul k cargo like steel coils can weigh up to 25 or 30 tonnes per trip
when a lorry can only | oad about 20 tonnes," he said.

"Lorry owners end up being the |osers either way. If we overload, the
fines and conpounds can exceed transportation charges, and if we refuse to
overl|l oad we | ose business,"” he told Busi ness Tines.

Some | arge and bul k cargo is neant for national nega projects and heavy
i ndustries in the country.

Lorry operators also want the Government to come up with an official
announcenent in "black and white" on when the Cabinet allows an interim
period for operators to overload to overcone the shortage of lorries.

Tiu pointed out that several years ago when t he Cabi net all owed
operators to overload by 25 per cent of the perm ssible tonnage but
wi thout issuing a directive, the police and Road Transport Depart nment
continued to i ssue summons to lorry owners for overl oadi ng.

"The i nsurance conpani es nay not entertain our clainms if our lorries
overl oad and are involved in accidents," he said.

He said the PMLQA al so wants Section 107 of the Road Transport Act that
pertains to the mai ntenance of vehicles regardi ng snoke em ssion and
allows the police to issue sunmons to lorry operators w thout proper
evidence or tests, to be anmended.

Tiu said the PMLOA al so wants | evy charges and tolls to be excluded from
the tariff structure. He said the tariff of 16 sen per tonne/km (25 sen
per tonne/mle) has not been revised for 38 years when there were no tol
roads and |l evies. The current tariff structure is silent on toll and | evy
char ges.

"We want the new structure to state that cargo owners will have to bear
toll and | evy charges," he said.

The PMLOA al so wants the authorities to allowlorry operators to i ssue
docunments which are equivalent to bills of lading that are issued to ships
or airway bills to airlines.

The bill of lading or airway bill is a |legal docunment which all ows
shi ppers to coll ect paynent for their goods.

Tiu said the matter will be discussed at the PMLOA neeting later this
nont h.

"W will then forward our recomrendations to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and the Entrepreneur Devel opment M nistry which is
fornmulating a new public transportation bill," he said.

Tiu said general lorry transportation operators realise their role in
supporting the country's industrialisation progranmme and want to inprove
and inject professionalismin the trucking industry.
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