04/ 04/ 1997

Low attendance not a good indicator: PM

THE | ow att endance of menbers of Parlianment (MPs) during certain
parlianentary sittings should not be used as an indicator to judge them
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d.

He said at tines the MPs woul d be outside the hall but would be
listening to the proceedi ngs through the public address system

"If you | ook at the nunber of people in the hall yes. But they (MPs) are
outsi de. W provide the broadcast and you can listen while in the coffee
house, | ounge and other places," he said when asked on the survey by the
New Straits Tinmes over the daily attendance of the MPs during Parlianent
sessi ons.

The newspaper printed an i ndex showi ng the nunber of MPs who have been
attendi ng the parlianment daily since Parliament began its current session
on March 24.

The i ndex showed that number of MPs in the hall decreases after the
daily session starts at 2.30pm

Speaking to reporters at the Universiti Putra Ml aysia during a day-Iong
visit, Dr Mahathir said it does not nean that when an MP is not inside the
hall, they are not participating init.

"You can see ... if there is anything inportant, they will run (into the
hall1)," he added.

Dr Mahathir said while he was glad of the newspaper's efforts, it
shoul d, however, not be an absol ute neasure of the diligence of the Mps.

On the proposed increase in allowances for MPs, Dr Mahathir said: "I am
not asking for nore salary, | amvery happy with ny salary.”

He said sonme people may think that unless they earn nore salary than
their subordinates, they are not really superior to the later

"I don't think salary has got anything to do," he said to one's
per f or mance.
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