31 JAN 1997
Mahat hir- El ectronics
M SIA NEEDS TO USE ELECTRONI C METHODS | N ADM NI STRATI VE MATTERS, SAYS20PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 31 (Bernama) -- There is a need for Malaysia to
switch to the use of electronic equipnent to facilitate governnent and
public interaction even before the electronic governnent is introduced into
the new administrative capital in Putrajaya, said Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamead.

The Prinme Mnister said the switch was needed so that the public need
not queue up to do business with the governnent.

"They will need only to go through nmachi nes which look |ike the ATM and
transact with the government through them thus hastening the process of
doi ng business with the govennent," he said during a teleconference with
Japanese information technology (IT) experts here tonight.

Dr Mahathir said that was just the first stage which would |ater be
followed by ministries and government departnents communi cating with each
other via the nultinedia such as conputers and the Internet.

"We will try as much as possible not to use paper or hard copies,” he
said during the three-corner teleconferencing with the experts who were in
Tokyo and Monterey in the United States.

Later, when interviewed by the Japan Broadcasting Corporation, Dr
Mahathir said Malaysia felt that it was inportant to establish information
technology (IT) related industries as enbodied by the Miltinedia Super
Corridor (MsSC) project now to prepare itself for the changes in the next
century.

"We think that we might as well start now because next century wll
bring a ot of changes and you nust prepare yourself early,” said the Prine
M ni ster.

The MSC, designed specifically to attract |eading devel opers of
mul ti medi a technol ogies, will be equipped with the nbst advanced conputer
and tel ecommuni cations netork and a new international airport. Covering an
area of 15 km by 50 km the MSC runs fromthe world' s tallest building in
the Kuala Lunpur City Centre down to the airport.

He said Malaysia was taking a step that it thought was only logical in
line with its aspirations to achieve the target of beconming a fully
i ndustrialised nation by the year 2020.

When asked which country would gain the supremacy in IT and energe as
the hub state of information in the 21st century, he said that every
country would soon catch up with each ot her

He said: "There is really not much nationalisminvolved in the
i nformati on age because things cross borders very easily.

" But we have no doubt that they (IT investors) can't operate only
out of Malaysia as they will have to communicate with other countries and
other countries will have to develop sinmlar facilities."

Asked whet her Ml aysia woul d overpass Japan and the US with regards to
IT, he said Ml aysia would need Japan to make the MSC project a success and
expressed the hope that Japan would need Ml aysia too

"W will have the facilities and we hope that Japan will cone here to
experinment, to find out what is good for Japan at the MSC," he said. --
BERNANMA
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