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MAHATHI R, MANDELA TO LAUNCH MALAYSI A- SOUTH AFRI CA BUSI NESS COUNCI L

KUALA LUMPUR, March 6 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad and visiting South African President Nelson Mandela are
expected to jointly launch the Mal aysi a- South Africa Business Counci
(MSABC) on Saturday.

The joint business council to pronote and devel op business ties between
the two countries will be launched at the second South Africa- Ml aysia
Forum at the Istana Hotel, here

The two | eaders would unveil the inaugural plaque of the MSABC to nark
its launch, MSABC pro tem committee chairnman Bob Harvey said in a statenent
here today.

Mandel a, who is | eading a 115-nmenber del egation, including severa
captains of industry, arrived here today to begin a five-day visit.

Harvey said the formation of the council was indicative of the
i mportance of further pronoting business |inks between South Africa and
Mal aysi a.

Describing it as tinely, Harvey said sonme 250 South African business
people were based in Malaysia, the mpjority of whom had arrived in the |ast
two years.

"They represent conpanies across a broad spectrum from civil
el ectronic and tel ecommunicati ons engineering and construction to
manuf acturing and trade," he said.

Total trade between Mal aysia and South Africa anounted to RMB83 mllion
in 1995 with South African exports to Ml aysia al nost doubled to RVB38
mllion, he said.

The council would, anpbng others, organise trade missions for its
nmenbers between the two countries and Asean, pronote contact and
di scussions with prom nent business |eaders and conduct sem nars and
briefings on trade, comrerce and investnent.

Harvey said the MSABC woul d enbark on a nenbership drive and would hold
a function here on March 25 for nenbers and prospective nenbers

He said individuals, companies and organisations interested to becone
nmenbers can contact MSABC at 03-262-5311. -- BERNAMVA
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