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MAHATHI R AVO D DARK HOLE I N PURSU T OF VI SI ON 2020

PETALI NG JAYA, April 29 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today there was a pressing need for Malaysia to
ensure a correct bal ance between material and spiritual devel opnent in
achieving Vision 2020 to nake her an industrialised nation in 23 years
time.

"W nust meke sure that we do not fall into the dark hole that many
so-cal | ed devel oped countries have fallen into.

"W do not want to be a wasteful consumer society where unbridled
materialismruns riot," he said a key-note address at the National Congress
on Vision 2020 at Bandar Sunway near here.

Adopted six years ago, the Vision 2020 had set the destination for
Mal aysi a to beconme a devel oped nation by that year

Wil e stressing the need for the country to continue pursuing its
econoni ¢ agenda, he said for now the country nust resolve to also take
gi ant steps towards the social agenda.

He said two social strategic objectives required urgent, intensive and
extensive attention.

These are ensuring a fully noral and ethical society as well as
ensuring a fully-caring society and a caring culture founded on a strong
and resilient fanmily system

The two-day high level conference is being attended by ministers
deputy ministers, senior government officials, captains of industries
di pl omat s, academ ci ans and representati ves of non-governnenta
or gani sati ons.

Urgi ng Mal aysi ans to al ways be on guard agai nst corruption, Dr Mhathir
rem nded themto be wary of the so-called standards to neasure corruption
"Today, as ever, we should take not an ounce of confort from surveys
whi ch show by so-called 'Asian standards' or devel oping countries standards
or "world" standards we are not too badly off; or that we are said to be no

nmore corrupt than quite a few devel oped countri es.

"Thank God, corruption in Ml aysia is not, as it is in nost countries
a way of life," said Dr Mahathir.

Looki ng at urbanisation, the Prine Mnister said it has brought drastic
changes in the way of |ife of many Mal aysi ans.

"They are not all bad but invariably there is a weakening of famly
ties and restraints. W see an increase in drug addiction, crines,
prom scuity and high divorce rates, broken hones and abandoned babies," he
sai d.

He said while devel oped nations tend to consider those socia
breakdowns as inevitable and to accept them Malaysia could not do so

"W have to try to retain our values and to fight these social evils.
Even if we do not succeed conpletely, we should try to reduce the
i nci dence," he said.

Enphasi sing the need for religion and good spiritual values, he said

Mal aysi ans must cling to good noral and ethical systens, otherw se we
will lose our sense of direction and with it, we will not achieve our
vi sion".

"We nust not politicise. W nmust not ethnicise. W nust not finger
point," he said.

Dr Mahathir said generational outrage and prejudices were not the
answer to solve the probl ens.



"The old must not denounce the young. The young nust not blame the
old,"” he said.

He said solutions, not scapegoats, nmust be found through a bold but
bal anced response.

The Prime Mnister said Vision 2020 nmade it perfectly clear that
Mal aysi a nust be a developed country in its own nould because nodernisation
did not necessarily nean Westernisation or Japanisation or Easternisation
or Asianisation.

"The land that nust be fully devel oped by 2020 nust be uni quely nodern,
i.e. in keeping with the progress that the world has nmade in every field by
then and yet renmin uniquely Ml aysians," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the neeting was not to revise the vision but to
di scuss how the country could progress as quickly and as productively as
possible to the targets set for 2020.

"To reach 2020, if possible, before the year 2020," he said.

Dr Mahathir started his speech by stating that Vision 2020 is now a
reality, studied by many countries, copied by many who al so wi shed to nove
their nations, to unite their peoples behind a commopn destiny and to
solidify their efforts behind a shared purpose.

"Countries from Botswana to El Sal vador, from Colonbia to N geria, from
Mauritius to Venezuel a have decided on a Vision 2020 of their own.

"The Club of Rome wants a 2020 Vision for Europe. The countries of
Sout heast Asia want a 2020 Vision for Asean. APEC has adopted a 2020 Vision
for the Pacific," he said.

As such, Dr Mahathir said 2020, which as a neasure of perfect vision,
seenmed to have caught on and was now the definitive tinme for everyone to
achi eve a devel opnent objective. -- BERNAMA
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