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MAHATHI R: ADOPT NEW APPROACH TO LARGE- SCALE CATERI NG

By: Zai noor Sul ai man

OKAYAMA, JAPAN, July 21 (Bernamm) -- The governnment is to ask federa
and state authorities to adopt new approaches to food catering on a |arge
scale, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said today.

The country's enlarged popul ation has given rise to the need for such
approaches, he said.

Provi sion of clean eateries offering food at reasonable prices would
definitely attract custoners away fromdirty stalls, he said.

Dr Mahathir was speaking to Mal aysian journalists here on the eve of
conpleting his two nonths' | eave overseas.

The prinme mnister, who is on a one-week working visit during |eave in
Japan, said he had visited kitchens and restaurants to see how Japanese
food operators could prepare 12,000 packets of several types of meals four
hours before serving them

Dr Mahathir said the sane concept was applicable to Ml aysia where
popul ar dish like "nasi |enmak" could be prepared on a |large scal e wthout
conprom sing quality and flavour and priced reasonably.

Mal aysi ans al so shoul d gradually change their life-style as the country
progressed further.

"We can't be ushering the year 2000, 2500 by still eating at roadside
stalls which have plastic sheet for a roof and anmidst the stench of
drains," he said.

"This is like people who refuse to progress, "he said

The prinme mnister hoped all parties, including the nedia, would help
the government bring about an attitudi nal change anpong the people to
prepare them for the comng era of a devel oped nation.

"W're already a sem -devel oped nation but we want to |ive and work in
the old way and this is not suitable any nore," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Japan inpressed himin that despite being a devel oped
nation, all its workers are its own people because of efficient manpower
managenent .

"Al though not as large as Japan's, the Ml aysian population is now
reaching 20 million and yet we still face |abour shortage,” he said.

"If we refuse to change the way we work, we'll be flooded with foreign
wor kers (who now nunber nore than 1.7 million)," he said.

In England, he said, eight workers could take care of a 1,500 ha farm
whereas in Ml aysia, three people are needed to work on a 1.6 ha plot.

Dr Mahathir today visited the Hayashi bara bi ochem cal |aboratory 50 km
from here to see the production of Interferon (IFN), a bioactive ingredient
used in the treatnent of viral diseases.

The hi gh-technol ogy | aboratory produces about 60 grammes of I|FN
annually at a cost of millions of ringgit.

Their sale to local and foreign pharnmaceutical conpanies fetches US$600
mllion. (US$1=RM2. 61)

Despite its high capital outlay and technol ogy, the laboratory only
enpl oys 60 peopl e.

Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia was thinking of collaborating with the
| aboratory by sending officers and doctorate students for training and
doi ng research there

The prine mnister, who is acconmpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Sit
Hasmah Mohd Ali, is scheduled to depart for hone tonorrow. -- Bernanma
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