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MAHATHI R ARRI VES TO RECEI VE TOP SOUTH AFRI CAN AWARD

By: E. Sivabal an

CAPE TOAN, May 7 (Bernanm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad arrived here today for a one-day visit to South Africa, the final
leg of his week-l1ong tour of three southern African nations.

Dr Mahathir had earlier visited the republics of Malawi from May 1-2
and Botswana from May 3-6. While in Botswana, he also attended the
three-day Southern Africa International Dialogue on Smart Partnership which
began on May 4 in Kasane, about 1,300km north of Gaborone, the capital of
Bot swana.

Acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, the prine
mnister arrived at the Ysterplaat air force base here at about 10.45am
(4.45pm Mal aysi an tine).

They were received by South African acting Foreign Mnister Puan Stella
Si gcau.

During his brief visit here, Dr Mahathir is scheduled to receive the
gold award of the Order of Good Hope (C ass One) from President Nel son
Mandel a at "Genanenda", his official residence.

It is South Africa's highest award to honour citizens of other
countries who have contributed towards the well-being of the people of
Sout h Africa.

Dr Mahathir, who nade his first official visit to South Africa in
August 1995, would then launch "Serting House", the headquarters of
Mal aysi an- based Serting Berhad.

He is also scheduled to witness the signing of a joint-venture
agreenent between CN Asia Corporation Berhad and Dorbyl Heavy Engi neering
of South Africa.

Dr Mahathir is expected to depart Cape Town for Kuala Lunpur at 5.20pm
(11. 20pm Mal aysian tine). He is expected to reach hone at 1.30pm on My 8.

Apart from Serting, other nmmjor Malaysian conpani es whi ch have invested
heavily in South Africa are Petronas (with its initial 1.9 billion Rand
(about RML billion) 30 per cent equity in South African oil conpany Engen),
Mycom Berhad, Country Heights, Sine Darby, Malaysian Resources Corporation
Ber had (MRCB) and Sungei Wy G oup.

During Mandela's visit to Malaysia |last March, three nore Ml aysian
conpani es signed separate agreenents with their South African counterparts,
two involving a conbined investnent of RM2.63 billion.

The agreenents were between Jaringan Infrastructure Sdn Bhd and Pl essey
of South Africa, Trakprops 31 Pty Ltd and ABlI Construction Sdn Bhd and MK
Mal ef ane Entertaintment (Pty) Ltd and Diversified Systens Sdn Bhd.

Al so Tel ekom Mal aysia Berhad has recently won a bid to acquire 30 per
cent stake in Tel kom SA for US$1.261 billion (RM2.127 billion).

For the first nine nonths |ast year, total trade between South Africa
and Mal aysia stood at US$389 million (about RVWG68.9 mllion), up 3.9 per
cent over the sane period in 1995.

Mal aysia's total exports to South Africa during that period anpunted to
US$216 million (about RV637.8 million) as conpared to inports from South
Africa totalling only US$174 mllion (about RWA33.26 million), reflecting a
trade surplus in favour of Ml aysia.
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