03 COCT 1997
Mahat hir-Arrive
MAHATHI R ARRI VES | N ARGENTI NA ON LAST LEG OF LATIN AMERICAN VISIT

By: K. C. Leong

BUENCS Al RES, Oct 3 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad arrived
here Thursday for a three-day official visit to Argentina, the last |eg of
his four-nation tour of Latin Anerica.

The Prime Mnister, who had earlier visited Cuba, Chile and Uruguay,

will jointly inaugurate with President Carlos Menem an Argentine National
Exporters conference on Friday.
The two |l eaders will |ater neet at Governnment House before | eading

their respective delegations to a working session. Anong the Mal aysian
officials attending the neeting will be Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vel lu and Rural Devel opnent M nister Datuk Annuar Misa.

Later, he is scheduled to witness the signing of an agreenment on the
reci procal exenption of taxation on income from aircraft and ship
operati ons between the two countries.

Friday night, he will attend an official dinner given by President

Menem while in the afternoon he will be the guest of honour at a |uncheon
gi ven by the Buenos Aires Stock Exchange.

Dr Mahathir and the Argentine leader will jointly inaugurate a
Mal aysi an Food and Cultural Festival at a |leading hotel here on Thursday
ni ght .

Meanwhi | e, nenbers of the business del egati on acconpanying the Prine
M nister on his visit, will neet top local businessnen and industrialists

in a separate progranme arranged by the Ml aysi an Trade Devel opnent
Corporation (Matrade) Friday norning.

At the launching of the food and cultural festival, Dr Mahathir said
rel ati ons between Ml aysia and Argentina as well as between Southeast Asia
and Latin America had entered a new and exciting stage.

He said that although relations between Ml aysia and Argentina were
relatively new, they had grown rapidly and bilateral trade |ast year
totalled US400 million (about RML.2 billion). Ml aysia was now Argentina's
third largest trading partner in Asia.

Mal aysia Airlines now serve as a uni que bridge between the Asia-Pacific
region and Latin Anerica as old barriers gave way to new opportunities, Dr
Mahat hir sai d.

He paid tribute to President Menem for |ong ago sensing that Asia and
Latin Anerica were natural allies in their nutual quest for global peace
and econoni ¢ and social progress and becanme the first Argentine President
to visit Malaysia, even before he visited Argentina. -- BERNAMA
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