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Mahat hi r - Cuba
MAHATHI R ARRI VES | N HAVANA ON FI RST LEG OF FOUR- NATI ON TOUR

By: Syed Jam | Jaafar

HAVANA, Sept 26 (Bernanma) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad arrived here Thursday for a three-day official visit as part of
Mal aysi a's ongoing efforts to pronote South-South cooperation and to
expl ore investnment and trade opportunities in new markets.

This is Dr Mahathir's first visit to this socialist country of 12

mllion people I ed by famed revol utionary | eader Fidel Castro.
The Prine Mnister's chartered Malaysia Airlines plane touched down at
the Jose Marti international airport at 6.40 p.m in balnmy but haze-free

tropi cal weather after an eight-hour flight from Madrid.

Dr Mahathir, whose official delegation includes Wrks M nister Datuk
Seri S.Sany Vellu, Rural Devel opnent M nister Datuk Annuar Misa and several
Menteris Besar and state ministers from Sabah and Sarawak, was received by
Foreign M nister Roberto Robai na.

An official welcomng cerenony will be held at the Plaza de la
Revol ucion Friday to be followed by a four-eyed neeting with President
Castro.

A full delegation nmeeting will take place after that followed by the
signing of three agreenents on visa abolition, trade pronotion and
reci procal protection of investnment.

Mal aysi an officials said the signing of the agreenents marked a new
phase in Mal aysia-Cuba relations with trade and investnent opportunities
expected to be followed up and tapped by the private sector.

Acconpanying the Prime Mnister is a 70-nmenber business del egation
representing various manufacturing, shipping and service industries
i ncluding big names such as MEC (Mal aysia Electric Corporation), YTL
Cor poration, DRB-H com and Busi ness Focus.

The Cuban governnent has undertaken several reforns in recent years
following a decline in the econony as a result of the w thdrawal of Soviet
aid and has liberalised the agricultural narkets.

Since 1995 the econony has inproved, with export earnings increasing by
20 per cent to US$1.6 billion (US$1=RMB.05) and inports by 24 per cent to
US$2.4 billion.

Cuba has sone industries manufacturing textiles and chemicals while its
commodi ty sector produces tobacco (for the faned Havana cigars), sugar and
coffee. This Caribbean island nation of 110,000 sq km al so has m neral
resources, particularly nickel.

Dr Mahathir's tight programre includes a visit to the Varadero tourism
resort and Darsena marina projects, about 30 nminutes' flight from here, on
Sat urday nor ni ng.

Back in Havana in the afternoon, he will attend a business |uncheon
with the Cuban Chanber of Conmerce.

The Prinme Mnister |leaves for Santiago, Chile, on Sunday for a
three-day visit to attend the 12th Pacific Econonic Cooperation Council
(PECC) neeting.

He departs for Uruguay after that for a two-day visit followed by a
three-day working trip to Argentina before returning home on Cct 5. --
BERNANMA
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