26/ 08/ 1997
Mahat hir bestowed Brunei's hi ghest award

Kamar ul Yunus

SULTAN Hassanal Bol ki ah conferred yesterday Brunei's highest award, "The
Most Esteened Fanmily Order First Class", to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

The Brunei Sultan, who is on a four-day official visit to Ml aysi a,
bestowed the "Darjah Kerabat Laila U ama Yang Amat Di hormati Darj ah
Pertama (DK)" at an audi ence granted to the Prime Mnister in Kuala Lunpur
yest er day.

The award to Dr Mahathir is the first ever presented to a non-nenber of
the royal fanmly

It is in appreciation of Dr Mahathir's continuous efforts to strengthen
closer relations and cooperation between both countries. The Sultan of
Brunei had previously conferred such an award to several nenbers of the
Mal aysi an royal famly.

Dr Mahathir had earlier received Sultan Hasanal Bol ki ah upon his arrival
at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport at Subang yesterday.

The Sultan, who is acconpanied by Raja Isteri Pengiran Anak Haj ah Sal eha
and Pengiran isteri Hajah Mari am and other nmenbers of the royal famly,
was | ater accorded the official welconing cerenony at Parlianent Square.

O her nmenmbers of the royal entourage include cabinet mnisters, senior
officials and a business del egation. The visit is at the invitation of the
Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar, to reciprocate the King's visit to
Brunei in Septenber |ast year.

Today, Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah, who is also Brunei's Prime Mnister,
will hold bilateral talks with Dr Mahathir.

During his four-day visit, he will deliver a keynote address to
busi nessnmen and entrepreneurs at a | uncheon organi sed by the Nati ona
Chanber of Commerce and | ndustry.

He will also speak on "Tonorrow s Sout h- East Asia: A Brunei an
Perspective" at the Institute of Di plomacy and Foreign Relations in
Pet al i ng Jaya.
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