16 SEP 1997
Mahat hi r- Mul ti nedi a
MAHATHI R CALLS FOR FORUM TO FORMULATE GLOBAL FRAMEWORK FOR | NFORMATI ON AGE

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 16 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad today called for the establishnent of a virtual forum the
Virtual Commonwealth of Nations, to forrmulate a new global framework for
i nformati on age governance and towards nurturing a global civil society.

He said the wi dening gap between the information poor and the
information rich society pointed to the need for a new framework of
governance where the concerns of distributive justice existed al ongside a
free market systemfor the digital econony.

"The information age, the new basis for power, wealth and influence
wi |l be know edged. No one has the nonopoly of know edge and w sdom
nmeani ng no one can have all the power, wealth and influence," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was addressing sone 600 del egates and participants of the
Mul tinedia Asia 97 Conference and Exhibition at the Mnes Resort Gty
her e.

The prime mnister said market forces rewarded the efficient and
puni shed the inefficient and the less able. Efficiency and equity did not
go hand in hand.

Therefore, leaving the digital econony to a self-regulating market
woul d only widen the gap between the information rich and information poor,
he said.

Dr Mahathir said that in the virtual comonweal th of nations
mul ti nedi a technol ogy such as videophony and tel econferencing could be used
as a means to comuni cate and di scuss issues of concern and problens with
each other.

Wth multiculturalismsaid to be the culture of the future, he said:
"W need to nmake adjustnents so that our closeness to each other will not
result in our stepping on each other's toes too frequently."

Instead, the global society's closeness and nore frequent exposure to
each other and to informati on about thenselves should enable the
devel opnent of a strong sense of neighbourliness, he added

He said the MSC, using the concept of smart partnership was an
invitation for the world community to together shape a comon future

"We invite collaboration instead of confrontation, enrichnent instead
of exploitation, sharing instead of grabbing.

"These should remain the watchwords, these should provide the basis
towards evolving a just and equitable global society." the prinme mnister
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the Multinedia Super Corridor, as the country's
i nvestment for the future, was "the seed that will sprout the civil
soci ety” in achieving the 2020 Vision.

He said the 2020 Vision in itself was an effort "to reinvent"” the
future, which neans setting in notion certain agents of change now, taking
into account current realities and future uncertainties.

"To our minds, the break fromthe past will be the nbst crucial
-- and the yawning gulf to the future nust be bridged -- the MSC is
our tentative first bridge," he said.

He said: "Through the electronic government flagship we hope to
rei nvent governance, through the smart school flagship we hope to reinvent
education, through tel emedicine we hope to reinvent healthcare and through
the borderless marketing flagship we hope to reinvent business practices.”

Dr Mahathir said the idea of an el ectronic governnent was the second



stage in the ongoing quest for right sizing... governance which followed
the Mal aysi a incorporated concept.
The prime mnister said that recognising that reinventing existing

realities was not easy, Malaysia was willing to learn from the experience
and knowl edge of other countries.

"Qur spirit is willing; our bodies are strong; our econonic
fundanentals are right; and we are willing to work with others and to

learn, and to learn fast." he said.

He said Mal aysia had successfully undergone transition from an
agr o- based econony to an industrial one within two decades and had done
that w thout ignoring concerns for distributive equity.

"We now have tinme-tested techniques -- we are confident they will stand
us in good stead for a repeat performance." he said.

The Multinedia Asia '97 with the thene "Mving MSC From Vision to
Reality; Benchmarking Smart Solution " is an annual gathering of experts
and investors to discuss on the MSC programes.

The MSC is a designated 15km by 50km rmul ti nedi a hub enconpassing the
Kual a Lunpur City Centre, the Kuala Lunmpur International Airport in Sepang
and the new admi nistrative capital in Putrajaya. -- BERNAVA
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