17 AUG 1997
Mahat hi r - Badni nt on
MAHATHI R CLOSES PREM ER CUP BADM NTON TOURNEY

KOTA KI NABALU, Aug 17 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad cl osed the Premier Cup badni nton chanpionship at the
i ndoor stadium of the Likas sports conplex here this evening.

In his brief speech, he expressed the hope that the chanpionship would
forge closer ties anong the participants from the various states taking
part.

"I congratulate them for their enthusiasmto take part in the
tournanent," he said.

Teans from all states except Kelantan took part in the three-day event.

Rei gni ng chanpi on Badan Amal Isteri-Isteri Selangor (Balkis) retained
their title defeating Bakti (charity and wel fare body of wi ves of ministers
and deputy mnisters) 3-2 in the finals.

Per awani spa team from Pahang energed third.

Dr Mahathir |ater gave away the prizes to w nners.

The chanpionship will be held in Pahang next year, Johor in 1999 and
Kedah in the year 2000.

Present were Dr Mahathir's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mhd Ali, who
is also Bakti president, Chief Mnister Datuk Yong Teck Lee and his wife
Datin Stella Yong. -- BERNAMA
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