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Mahat hi r - Mal awi
MAHATHI R ENDS SUCCESSFUL VISIT TO MALAW

By: E. Sivabal an

BLANTYRE (MALAW), May 3 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad concl uded his three-day "landmark"” visit to the Republic
of Mal awi today, saying he was glad in deciding to visit this southern
African nation.

Expressing his happiness to be in Malawi which he described as "a
really very beautiful country that is worth fighting or dying for", Dr
Mahat hir said he had a fair idea now on how Mal aysia coul d cooperate in the
devel oprent of that country.

He also found out that negative stories told to himearlier by sone
Mal aysi ans who had visited Mal awi were incorrect.

Speaking at a joint news conference with Ml awi an President Dr Bakil
Mul uzi at the Sanjika Palace, the presidential office, here last night, he
said new areas for cooperation had already been identified by the private
sector of the two countries.

Banki ng, mning, plantation and tourism were anong possible areas of
cooperation, said Dr Mahathir who arrived in this comercial city of Ml aw
| ast Thur sday.

Dr Mahathir, who was acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah
Mohd Ali and a business del egation | ed by Arab-Mlaysia Goup chairnan Tan
Sri Azman Hashim said Ml aysi an busi nessnen could also invest in |abour
i ntensive industries here.

To help Malawi in its devel opment programes, he said the Ml aysian
government would get |abour intensive industries in Milaysia to relocate
their business here to create reasonable incones for the Ml aw an
wor kf or ce.

About 85 per cent of Malawi's nearly 11 mllion population works in the
subsi stence sector, engaging mainly in smallholder farming, including a
vari abl e proportion of cash crops.

Dr Mahathir said shifting the industries to this republic would be
econoni cal and beneficial to all parties.

"There will be spin-off where nore jobs will be created,” he said
adding that if the conditions were right, the industries would cone in
qui ckly as possible".

At this juncture, Dr Miluzi said that his governnent would want to see
these industries to be relocated in Ml aw .

Dr Mahathir also stressed that Ml aysian businessnmen in Malawi were not
out to reap profits only but also contribute to the economi c devel opnent of
Mal awi .

Asked by a Malawi an journalist if Ml aysian conpanies were prepared to
invest in rural areas in Malawi, the Prime Mnister said: "W are prepared
if it is viable.”

He said the Mal aysian Agricultural and Research Devel opnent Institute
(Mardi) officials were in Malawi to show the rural folks on how they could
maxi m se their resources.

Dr Mahathir also said the Ml aysian governnent had no plans to get
| abour supply from Mal awi because there were already too many foreigners
working illegally in Malaysia.

Asked if Malaysia would set up its mission here, Dr Mahathir said that
due to financial constraint, the nove was unlikely "but if the time cones,
we will."

Mal aysian interest in Malawi is currently under the care of the

as



Mal aysi an enbassy in Zi nbabwe.

Dr Muluzi, who nmade his opening remarks at the start of the packed news
conference, hoped that Ml awi an and Ml aysian officials would sit down to
finalise the agreenents reached at the bilateral del egation neeting earlier
t oday.

During his visit here, Dr Mahathir held talks with Dr Muluzi and the
representatives of the Miuslim conmunity.

The Prime Mnister also perfornmed the ground-breaking cerenmony of the
Blantyre City Centre Hotel, a joint venture project between Ml aysi an-based
G Two Hol di ngs Berhad and the Mal awi Devel opment Cor porati on.

He al so delivered his address at the Ml aw - Mal aysi a Busi ness Meeting
and later toured the Tel ekom Networks Limted headquarters with Energy,

Tel ecomuni cations and Posts Mnister Datuk Leo Mbggie.

Dr Mahathir and his entourage will leave for Botswana |ater today as
part of his week-long tour to three African nations.
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