19 APR 1997
Mahat hi r - PAS
MAHATHI R EXPRESSES REGRET OVER NI K AZ| Z' STATEMENT

ALOR SETAR, April 19 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Moharmad said today PAS which has accused Umo of practising the spirit of
nationalismis actually nore nationalistic and nore inclined towards narrow
par ochi al i sm

"(Datuk) Nik Aziz (Nik Mat) is nmore nationalistic than we..... he is
actually not only nationalistic but nore inclined towards
parochialism....everything to himis Kelantan, talks only about Kelantan."

"Ni k Aziz' statenment reflected the party's narrow views and obsession
with the party. When we are obsessed with our own group, we are in no
position at all to think anynore," he said.

Ni k Aziz was reported to have said in Kota Baharu yesterday that PAS
was unable to foster political links with Umo because of their different
political struggles.

He had said that PAS was a party founded on Islamwhile Umo stuck to
its nationalistic principles and this difference led to the break-up of
ties previously.

"Ni k Aziz never at all seens to see the things we have done for Islam
What has he done for IslanP" asked Dr Mahathir when visiting the Islanic
abattoir at the Konpleks Jihad Basmi Kem skinan built by the Kedah
Government at Paya Pahl awan near here.

The Prine Mnister advised the PAS U anma Chief not to hurl accusations
against Umo but to review his own party's struggle to determ ne whether
its struggle was actually based on Islamc principles.

He said Islam exhorted its followers to establish cordial |inks anong
t hensel ves and not to give rise situations which could disrupt their unity.

"Before the comng of Islam the Arabs were divided into many tribes
and because they were too attached to their own tribes, whenever they neet
menbers of another tribe they will fight and kill for no reason at all."

"Because they were obsessed they had to fight to the point when they
could no longer think...no longer able to ask thenselves as to why they had
to fight anong thenselves."

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo President, said the situation was the sane in
PAS whose nenbers were so obsessed with their party that they were no
| onger able to accept the views of others despite the good done by the
ot her party.

The Prine Mnister said Nik Aziz was only good at tal king and never
practi sed what he preached. "I wish to ask him... what has he done for
I sl am apart from dividing Muslins."

"I feel sad because before PAS existed, Miuslins in Ml aysia were not
disunited, we were one... as menbers of the sunnah waljarmaah, one religion
one sect of the Shafie. PAS came and then accused Umo nenbers of not being
Islamc. ™

Dr Mahathir said in his view, it was PAS which was not Islanmic for
i mpl enmenting policies which were opposed to Islamic principles particularly
through its actions which had weakened the unity of Muslins in this
country.

"Don't be over zealous in saying Umo is a nationalistic party when PAS
itself is nationalistic. If it is not nationalistic why is it operating
only in Ml aysia."

"Go |ah to Afghanistan, Pakistan and becone |eaders there. The Islamc
Wrld is vast fromthe Philippines to Mrocco..... all is Islamc Wrld," Dr



Mahat hir said.

Dr Mahathir said PAS shoul d accept the fact that the Umo | ed
government had done nmuch good in enhancing the teachings of Islam and this
Konpl eks Ji had Menbasm Kem skinan was one fine exanple which was in line
with the requirenents of Islam which urged its followers to be concerned
about the poor and the unfortunate.

The Prine M nister commended the Kedah Governnent which built the
conplex as it was a positive approach in efforts to eradicate poverty and
| ook after the |less fortunate.

The conpl ex was nooted by Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid
as part of efforts to upgrade the socio-economc status of poor Muslins in
the state.

The conplex will also have a recreational centre, a small and nedi um
scale industrial site for agro-based industries, the handicraft industry
and canps for Muislim worship.

A total of 1,000 head of cattle were slaughtered at the abattoir for
the Hari Raya Haji. The Prinme Mnister hinself slaughtered one cow in
sacrifice at the centre in conjunction with Hari Raya Haji.

To mark his visit, Dr Mahathir planted a nelia tree while Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mbhd Ali a teak tree. -- BERNAMA
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