25 AUG 1997

MAHATHI R FI RST COMWONER TO RECEI VE BRUNEI 'S H GHEST AWARD

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 25 (Bernamm) -- Visiting Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah of
Brunei today conferred Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad with
the sultanate's highest award, "The Mst Esteened Fanily Order First
Cl ass".

The Sultan bestowed the honour, the "Darjah Kerabat Laila U ama Yang
Amat Di hormati Darjah Pertama (DK)", during Dr Mahathir's audience with him
at his hotel suite here.

The award reflected Brunei's appreciation and recognition of Dr
Mahathir's efforts in reinforcing ties between the sultanate and Ml aysi a
to the excellent |evel now

Dr Mahathir is the first conmoner outside Brunei to receive the award
normal Iy conferred upon a few Malay rulers from Mal aysia and other than
menbers of the Brunei royalty.

The sultan's wives Raja Isteri Pengiran Anak Hajah Sal eha and Pengiran
Isteri Hajah Mariam and wife of the prine mnister Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohd Ali were present. -- BERNAMA

AH rn



	MAHATHIR FIRST COMMONER TO RECEIVE BRUNEI'S HIGHEST AWARD (Bernama 25/08/1997)

