16 NOvV 1997

MAHATHI R HOSTS DI NNER FOR FRENCH PRESI DENT

LANGKAW, Nov 16 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad toni ght hosted a dinner for visiting French President Jacques
Chirac at a hotel here.

Chirac arrived here this evening from Hanoi for two-day working visit.

Mahat hir and Chirac had a 20-minute neeting before the dinner.

Present at the dinner were Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi , Economic Adviser to the Governnent Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n, Kedah
Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid and French Anbassador to Ml aysia
Eduoard Brai ne. Petronas President Tan Sri Hassan Marican was al so anong
t he guests.

Mahat hir and Chirac will hold further tal ks tonmorrow norning during
whi ch currency trading regulations and the United States probe into
Mal aysi an and French involvenent in a gas deal in lIran are expected to cone
up. -- BERNAMA
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